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Hello Everyone, 

| decided to do something a little different In my 
ariticle this month. To pass on something that might be 
interesting to other members of the Club. | Hope you enjoy 
this information | found on the internet... 
"How Amateur Radio Operators became know as Hams" 


Have you ever wondered why radio amateurs are 
called "HAMS"? Well, it goes like this: The word "HAM" as 
applied to 1908 was the station call of the first amateur 
wireless stations operated by some amateurs of the 
Harvard Radio Club. They were ALBERT S. HYMAN, BOB 
ALMY, and POOGIE MURRAY. At first they called their 
station"HYMAN-ALMY-MURRAY". Tapping out such a 
long name in code soon became tiresome and called for 
a revision. They changed it to "HYALMU'", using the first 
two letters of each of their names. Early in 1910 some 
confusion resulted between signals from the amateur 
wireless station "HYALMU" and a Mexican ship named 
"HYALMO". They decided to use only the first letter of 
each name, and the station call became "HAM". 

In the early pioneer days of unregulated radio, 
amateur operators picked their own frequency and call 
letters. Then, as now, some amateurs had better signals 
than commercial stations. The resulting interference came 
to the attention of congressional committees in 
Washington and Congress gave much time to proposed 
legislation designed to critically limit amateur radio 
activity. 

In 1911, Albert Hyman chose the controversial 
WIRELESS REGULATION BILL as the topic for his thesis 
at Harvard. His instructor insisted that a copy be sent to 
Senator David |. Walsh, a member of the committee 
hearing the bill. The Senator was so impressed with the 
thesis that he asked Hyman to appear before the 
committee. Albert Hyman took the stand and described 
how the little station was built and almost cried when he 
told the crowded committee room that if the bill went 
through, they would have to close down the station 


because they could not afford the license fees and all the 
other requirements which the bill imposed on amateur 
stations. 

Congressional debate began on the WIRELESS 
REGULATION BILL and the little station "HAM" became 
the symbol for all the little amateur stations in the country 
crying to be saved from the menace and greed of the big 
commercial stations who didn't want them around. The bill 
finally got to the floor of Congress and every speaker 
talked about the”...poor little station HAM". That's how it all 
started. 

You will find the whole story in the Congressional 
Record. Nationwide publicity associated station "HAM" 
with amateur radio operators. From that day to this, and 
probabiy to the end of time in radio, an amateur is a 


"HAM". 
Bandy N9YAI 


Calendar 
MARCH 


4 TARS Board Meeting: 7:00pm Red Cross Bldg. 

11 TARS Meeting:- Jeff Lyons 

13. R.AC.E.S. DRILL (assignments will be mailed) 

20-21 SOCCER TOURNAMENT Sponsered by the 
Red Cross, HELP NEEDED call Kenya, 
KB9RBO at 812-476-7583 

27 EXAM SESSION: 9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg 
Bring a photocopy of your license, any previous 
exam credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25. For 
further information, call Terry Brooks (AA9SMM) 
812-835-6466 or e-mail tbrooks@evansville.net. 


1 TARS Board Meeting: 7:00 Red Cross Bldg. 
8 TARS Meeting: BINGO! Bring a “white elephant” 
wrapped in newspaper to hide it's identity. 

24 EXAM SESSION: 9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg 
Bring a photocopy of your license, any previous 
exam credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25. For 
further information, call Terry Brooks (AA9MM) 
812-835-6466 or e-mail tbrooks@evansville.net. 


HAPPY 52nd BIRTHDAY TARS II 
By 
Clifford McGuyer, W9CM Ex W9DGA-W9FC 


Continuing from last month, still from the February 6, 
1947 meeting. An organizational committee was formed 
to make preparations and as who would be invited to the 
next meeting. Harold McClellan, W9FS ex W9SWNM was 
chairman along with Sheldon Lloyd, WSHC ex W9VBS 
and John McCutchan, W9MOK. 

A lively discussion followed with Harold McClellan, 
W9FS ex W9WNM making a motion to limit voting power 
to licensed amateurs (as stated in the ARRL constitution), 
seconded by Paul Robbiano, W9NEC ex W6PKX. After 
discussion Mr. McClellan withdrew his motion. The group 
as a whole stated its hope that the club would not become 
an SWL club. Al Schoettlin, W9UMS made a motion to 
invite only licensed amateurs to the organizational 
meeting. Motion seconded bu Fred Sawyer, W9FJI and 
carried unanimously. 

The Organizational meeting was scheduled for March 
28, 1947 and was held at the YMCA at which forty-five 
(45) persons attended. 

It was generally decided not to use the name of 
Southern Indiana Amateur Radio Club as it was desired to 
include members from Illinois and Kentucky. 

The organizational committee presented five (5) 
names to be considered as the new club name. 

They were- 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
Ohio Valley Amateur Radio Society 
Valley Radio Club 

Evansville Amateur Radio Society 
Tri-State Mike and Key Club 


Two names were added from the floor- 


Midwest Amateur Radio Society by Art Leitner, 
WS9QLG 

Crescent City Amateur Radio Club by Neff Cox, 
KA4EAL ex W9MDX. 

Phil Hatfield, WSGFS made a motion to accept 
Evansville Amateur Radio Society as the club name. A 
lively discussion followed with Phil withdrawing his motion. 
Lefty Covert, W9KVE suggested a name be chosen 

on a temporary basis and later changed if so desired. 
A vote was taken with the name “Tri-State Mike and Key 
Club” being selected. 

The organizational committee along with other 
members had drawn up a constitution and by-laws which 
was read and adopted. It indicated the annual dues be 
$4.00 per year payable quarterly and the club be affiliated 
with the American Radio Relay League. After adoption of 
the constitution and by-laws, election of officers followed. 


President - Philip Hatfield, W9GFS 
Vice Pres- Harold McClellan, W9FS ex WSWNM 


Secretary- Cliff McGuyer, W9CM ex W9DGA 
Treasurer- Darwin “Lefty” Covert, W9KVE 


On a motion vo Harold McClellan, W9FS ex 
WS9WNM the election of Board of Directors be held over 
until the next meeting, seconded by John McCutchan, 
W9MOK. 

On April 25, 1947 eighty-five (85) persons attended 
the regular meeting of the Tri-State Mike and Key Club in 
the Blue Room of the YMCA. 

President Hatfield, W9GFS suggested a 
permanent name be selected for the club. On motion by 
Kenneth Parr, W9ANG the club retain its present name 
“Tri-State Amateur Mike and Key Club” seconded by 
Robert Wilson, W9GFO. To say the least a very lively 
discussion followed. Carty Cartwright, W9QLW continued 
discussion regarding the club name. After further 
discussion, Paul Robbiano, W9NEC ex W6PKX made 
motion the selection of a name be deferred at the present 
time and have the Board of Directors (to be elected later) 
supply a list of suitable names for the final selection at the 
following meeting by the membership. 

Before this motion could be seconded, Russ Price 
jumped up and made it known that we were wasting our 
time and motioned a vote be taken immediately on each 
name being listed at the previous meeting. Motion 
seconded by Al Schoettlin, W9UMS with unanimous 
agreement. The vote was very close on three (3) names- 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society, Ohio Valley Amateur 
Radio Society and Tri-State Mike and Key Club. Tri State 
Amateur Radio Society was chosen by one (1) vote. All 
seemed relieved that the club now had a permanent name 
and could get on with the election of the Board of Directors 
and the program to follow. 

The following Board of Directors were elected. From 
Illinois, lvan Weigant, W9KBA, Carmi, Illinois. From 
Kentucky, Warren Harris, W4PKX, Henderson, Kentucky, 
From Indiana, Albert Gerth, W9ZHX, Mt Vernon, Indiana. 
Director At Large, Ralph Barnett, W9UIA, Evansville, 
Indiana. 

Lefty Covert, W9KVE introduced the guest speaker 
Brooks Short, W9DPI who was the supervisor of the 
Research Laboratory at Delco-Remy Division, General 
Motors Corporation at Anderson, Indiana. Brooks gave an 
interesting talk on “Nuclear Fission.” | remember an 
illustration he gave, holding up a used piece of chalk about 
an inch long and in an instant becoming the size of this 
YMCA building. To say the least he was very well 
received by the eighty-five (85) persons in attendance. 

The following committees were appointed by 
President Hatfield. Program Chairman, W9UMS with 
W9AIN and K9QT ex W9MWN. Publication, WSQLW. 
Emergency, W9MOK. Publicity, W9EVR. Technical, 
WSUIA. Ways and Means, W9GJ ex W9GZB. 

Hartly Hale, SWL, was the winner of the door prize, 
a 0-1Ma DC meter donated by Wesco Radio Parts. 


More next month 


Clif W9CM ex W9DGA-W9FC 


While browsing through material in the recesses 


of the Roman Section of the British Museum, a 
researcher recently came across a tattered bit of 
parchment. After some effort he translated it 
and found it was a letter from a man called 
Plutonius with the title of "magister factorium," 
or keeper of the calendar, to one Cassius. It was 
dated, strangely enough, 2 BC, December 3 -- 
about 2,000 years ago. The text of the message 
follows: 

Dear Cassius: Are you still working on the Y and 
K problem? The change from BC to AD is 
giving us a Jot of headaches and we haven't much 
time left. I don’t know how people will cope with 
working the wrong way around. Having been 
working happily downward forever, now we have 
to start thinking upward. You would think that 
someone would have thought of it earlier and 
not left it to us to sort it all out at the last 
minute. 

I spoke to Caesar the other evening. He was 
livid that Julius hadn't done something about it 
when he was sorting out the calendar. He said he 
could see why Brutus had turned nasty. We 
called in the consulting astrologers, but they 
simply said that continuing downwards using 
minus BC won't work. As usual, the consultants 
charged a fortune for doing nothing useful. As 
for myself, I just can't see the sand in an 
hourglass flowing upward. We have heard that 
there are three wise men in the East who have 
been working on the problem, but unfortunately 
they won't arrive until it's all over. Some say the 
world will cease to exist at the moment of 
transition. 

We're continuing to work on the Y and K 
problem and I'll send you a parchment if 
anything develops. Best regards, Plutonius. 
Doesn't this sound familiar? Hope you're ready. 


Our own Y and K problem will rear it’s ugly head in a few short 
months. I don't believe the end of the world will occur, but there 
may be a few problems, hopefully they won't be MAJOR ones. 


10 Sure Ways to Destroy Your Club: 
1. Stay away from meetings. Show up at mectings only if you 


have problems or complaints. 

2. Decline office or appointments on any committee. Then get 
angry if you are not nominated. 

3. Insist on describing the club in negative terms only. 

4, Never prepare an agenda, never plan the details of an event, 
and never coordinate with affiliates. 

5. Don't do any club work if you can avoid it. Then, when the 
old reliables pitch in and get the job done, accuse them of 
being a clique. 

6. If you do come to a meeting, don't speak until the meeting is 
finished. Then criticize and say how things should have been 
handled. 

7. Oppose all new programs as being a waste of the 
membership's money, 

8. When nothing new happens, complain that the officers lack 
imagination, 

9. Read your bulletins infrequently. Then complain that you 
don't know what's going on. 

10. Never introduce yourself to new members or visitors -- 
make them come to you. 

((Thanks to John e. Matheson, Board Bricfs)) 


Still time to join the club! Still time to become active! Still time 
to VOLUNTEER! 

With your help, we can make this a better club and a banner 
year. 


Send your dues to TARS, PO Box 4521, Evansville, IN 
47724-0521. Please make your checks payable to TARS. DO 
NOT SEND CASH! (even though I need it) 


OR BETTER YET - BRING YOUR DUES TO THE NEXT 
MEETING. 


obPaAnNGcEF 


ATTENTION 
SPOUSES, ETC. 


BSiaorea py 
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Pet Hams: Care and Feeding 


Pet hams are so intelligent that they often 
scem human, but they can be difficult to raise. 
Only someone with great patience should attempt 
it. In case you do decide to take the risk, here is a 
short guide to the basics. 

LIVING AREA: A pet ham needs a private 
nesting area - an entire room where it will not be 
disturbed. Your pet ham will spend many happy 
hours alone there with its treasures - boxes, wires, 
bits of metal, glass, plastic, paper, etc., that it will 
bring home after it ventures out. You will want to 
encourage your pet ham to confine its activity to 
this room to prevent the entire house being 
subjected to noise, clutter and boring holes in the 
walls. 

EXPENSES: Keeping a pet ham is expensive, but 
unlike most pets, a pet ham can be trained to work 
outside the home for a few hours cach day. It may 
even bring in cnough money to offset its expenses. 
FEEDING: A well-behaved pet ham will eat with 
the family occasionally, but it will usually feel more 
comfortable and secure taking its meals in the nest 
room. You must be sure that your pet ham is well 
supplied with food and drink during the long 
periods it spends alone in there, even if it does not 
beg or whine, 

HOUSEKEEPING: Most pet hams can be trained 
to use the family toilet facilities, but a few require 
a toilet or portapotty in the nest room. 
OBEDIENCE TRAINING: A pet ham can be 
trained to perform simple tricks, the most common 
being sit and speak. Do not be alarmed if it 
practices them for hours at a time in its nest room. 
HEALTH PROBLEMS: The pet ham typically 
suffers lower back pain and minor throat irritations 
from too much sitting and speaking, but health 
maintenance costs tend to be minimal. 


TRAVEL: Your pet ham will happily travel in the family 
car or even by air if allowed to bring along certain familiar 
items from the nest room. Most pet hams enjoy trips to 
places where they meet pet hams from other families. 
BREEDING: If you plan to breed your pet ham, you 
should do so as soon as possible after you get it. As a pet 
ham matures it becomes more increasingly reluctant to 
engage in activities not associated with its nest room 
collection. 

BEHAVIOR: If you plan to disturb or try to talk to your 
pet ham while it is talking, be prepared to be snapped and 
growled at, especially if it is in the contest mode. 

(From the Repeater, Alamo Area Radio Organization) 


That's all folks -- 73's and 88's Bob McIntosh 
See you all at the next meeting - I hope, I hope. 


Operating 
® News 


Dx Contests and QRP: 

While I'm not really a QRPer, I can say that I 
haye NEVER used more than "barefoot" power--the 
maximum power I've used has never exceeded whatever 
maximum power was built into my rig. I've invested time 
and effort into increasing the effectiveness of my antenna 
system rather than in increasing power. It seems to have 
worked for me, and I know this strategy has worked just 
as well for others. I was impressed by the number of 
ORPers I worked last weekend (February 20-21) in the 
CW portion of the ARRL DX contest. Some of them 
were tickling the s-meter pretty good. 

I made a record of the power Jevels run by the 
nearly 500 DX stations I worked during the contest. I 
could do that because the exchange sent by DX stations in 
this contest is the RST report plus power output. 
Unfortunately, I did not keep a good record of how 
strong cach station really was. In the heat of a contest, a 
signal strong enough if you can copy it, and that's all that 
matters.! Most everybody sends a 599 report to everybody 
else. This is clearly bogus, but it makes the logging job 
much easier and less prone to error, hence less likely your 


score will have to be reduced by penalties. Also, the 
computerized logging programs that have become so 
popular have a default value for signal report, and it's 
599. If everyone sends 599, the only keystrokes 
required are those for power level. The ARRL contest 
committees has discussed this problem, but hasn't 
come up with an alternative system yct, so that's what 
we do, Obviously, some useful propagation 
information is being lost. 

Anyway, I worked 19 stations (about 4% of 
the total) who were running 5 watts or less, and 
another 6 who were between 6 and 25 watts (thus, 5% 
at 25 watts or less). The table below shows all of the 
data. Curiously, two stations reported running 99 watts, 
one reported 199, and another reported 999 watts; 
nobody reported more than a KW. I worked all of 
these stations on 10 meters, in a single band effort. 
Incidentally, my power output was 100 watts. 


Power Level Number of Stations Percent 

Watts Worked of total 
1-5 19 4 
6-25 6 1 
26-99 31 6 
100 200 41 
101-499 126 26 
500-999 14 3 
KW 100 20 


Usually, the stations who can park ona certain 
frequency, call CQ and be heard (being heard is an 
important consideration) run at least 100 watts, and 
most of these "big guns” are well above that level. If a 
QRP "little pistol” tricd to operate the same way, 
probably very few people would hear them. So QRPers 
generally can make more contacts by searching for 
other stations calling CQ and "pouncing" on them. The 
results tabulated above are not necessarily 
representative of all stations in the contest, because I 
spent well over half of my operating time searching for 
stations to pounce on. As a result, high-powered big 
guns are over represented in the sample. Nevertheless, 
I was impressed by the number of QRP and near-QRP 
reports I received, and I believe if [ had called more 
CQ's I would have logged a much higher proportion of 


QRPers. Among stations calling CQ who I pounced on, 
these were notable: UR5SWII reported 10 watts; HA2HX, 
PY2TNT, LU6HI, LUIFNH, and LU1VK all reported 
only 5 watts -- true QRP. QRP and near -- QRP stations 
who answered my CQ's included: ER1AAZ reporting 7 
watts; LZ2RS, EW6CM, OM3TJT, LY2BTA, LY2FE, 
GOTDX, UA3MBP, and 9A3GU all reporting 5 watts.; 
HAOGE and DF30OL reporting 4 watts; RN3AU 
reporting 3 watts; G3KSU reporting 2 watts; and DF30L 
reporting 4 watts; RN3AU reporting 3 watts, G3KSU 
reporting 2 watts; and DK4AN and OKIDED reporting 
only 1 watt! 

I suspect that each of these intrepid QRPers put 
considerable thought and effort into putting up the best 
antenna system he/she could. They also know where to 
hang out on the bands, looking for stations to call, and 
they know how and when to call to get through. In other 
words, if you can't bowl them over with might, you have 
to do it with intelligence and guile. Most of the QRPers 
who answered my CQ's did so when I was operating 
between 28.100 and about 28.170; it was much more 
crowded below 28.100, where it would have been more 
difficult (but far from impossible) for QRPers to punch 
through the QRM. Incidentally, my experience here 
shows that novices and techs can work plenty of DX on 
10 CW -- I worked about 100 stations in more than 20 
countries in less than three hours in the novice/tech 
frequency range. 

We all know that anybody can make contacts 
running a KW, but it is really sporting to do it with a 
single watt. [t's no challenge with the cannon, but using a 
spear takes all of our knowledge, patience, and skill. So 
study up on antennas, and experiment until you find one 
that performs well in your location. Antenna 
performance can be highly site-specific -- one size does 
NOT fit all! You sce, we can still be radio experimenters, 
just like old-timers back in the "good old days." Also, 
study the operating habits of successful QRPers. In every 
contest, some QRPers rack up higher scores than most 
people who thought using a kilowatt would be the 
answer. How do THEY do it? Take a shot at it (I mean, 
sneak up on your prey and throw your spear!) and see 
what you can do. You don't have to be a contest freak 
like me. Just get in there and work a few stations. They 
will be quite impressed by what you can do with QRP. 
And, it just might be fun! Norm W9AU 


Like spring, severe weather season is just 
around the corner. Any day now, aSKYWARN net 
will be activated, with a TARS member acting as net 
control. Under normal circumstances, the net will be 
held on 147.15, courtesy of TARS. We hope everyone 
will cooperate and relinquish the repeater when a 
SKYWARN net control operator asks to begin the 
net (as desired by vote of the Board and the 
membership last year). SEYWARN net sessions may 
be initiated by individual net control operators from 
their home stations, signing their own callsigns. In the 
meantime, another control operator will be on the 
way to the communications room at the EMA 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) at the Red 
Cross Building, to take over the net as W9OG. 
Currently, the following TARs members have 
volunteered to be SCYWARN net control operators: 
W9AU, W9FHA, WB9FNN, KB9LXZ, KB9MZH, 
KBONVI, NINYF, WB9ONU, WB9QAW, KB9SXK, 
AA9VW, and N9YAI. 

Equipment at the EOC includes a dedicated 
computer workstation that displays the most curent 
satellite maps of weather patterns in our area. There 
are two dual band 2m/440MHz radios hooked up to 
separate dual band verticals, and a dedicated 2m 
radio that feeds a 13-element yagi pointed at Paducah 
and the repeaters in Marion, KY and Herod, IL. 
There is also a landline connection that uses a 
confidential dedicated phone number to the Paducah 
office of the National Weather Service (NWS). The 
EOC also has VHF packet capability, as well as a HF 
rig and all-band HF vertical antenna. During 
SKYWARN nets, reports from our weather spotters 
will be relayed to Paducah to supply them with 
real-time "on-the-ground" reports of what is actually 
happening around the region. In turn, they will give 
us a better idea of what to expect here during the 
current weather outbreak. 

We hope that SKYWARN enthusiasts will 


take up the habit of being especially alert when the 
possibility of severe weather has been forecast for the 
Tri-State area. SKYWARN net control operators, 
especially, should pay attention to weather forecasts a day 
or two in advance. Be mentally prepared, able to take on 
the responsibility of running the net. Review your other 
obligations to know if you will be available when the 
weather system passes through, Check your equipment; be 
sure that lightning arresters are properly installed on your 
feed lines. 


Remember that most of the time we will escape 
the wrath of Mother Nature. However, the information 
called in by weather spotters is very useful to NWS -- there 
is no such thing as a true false alarm in this "business." We 
arc necded to watch severe weather systems as they pass 
through. Our job is to be there for the people of the 
Tri-State area, in case disaster strikes. Of course, we hope 
that it never docs. Whatever happens, the information we 
collect will be useful. 


Norm W9AU 


One Man's Opinion 

A few years ago I had written an article about 
one of my many experiences in Ham Radio. I tried to add 
a little humor in the story. [succeeded in doing so and 
many found it amusing.. I described how my wife dressed 
very lightly at the time had a conversation with royalty - 
she was dressed only in her "Hanes". Now please keep this 
quite, as [ still may get a few bumps on my head from a 
certain gal named Barbara for telling this again. 

It was 1973 and the early hours of the evening. I 
heard a voice crackling over my loudspeaker, "Hello CQ 
Stateside. This is Husscin, JY1 calling.” My first reaction 
was who is this fellow? Little did I realize as my rig was 
set to 14.195 this QSO I was about to have would net a 
long time friend for many years. 


I took a chance, gave my call twice and JY1 copied without a 
problem. A quick check of the call book and some on the air 
inquires told me I had someone special. He was none other 
the the ruling monarch of the Kingdom of Jordan. 

My wife had visited Jordan many years ago and I 
asked His Highness if he minded talking to an American 
woman. His ears lifted up when my wife started describing the 
areas she visited in Amman and the pleasant time she had in 
his country. 

I was told I should expect a QSL card and if we were 
ever in Jordan to bring the card to the gates and the palace 
guards would let us in to visit his station. I felt honored to 
know a simple contact and some minor conversation would 
open doors to me, which were denied to others. 

My OSL card arrived and it is one of the cherished 
moments of Ham Radio to know that I spoke with Royalty, a 
world leader and a famous ham operator. I felt further 
honored he would extend an invitation to his palace, his rig 
and as an honored guest of the country. 

A short time later it was the King’s birthday and to 
celebrate a Dxpedition was taken to the Iraq Neutral zone. 
This wa a current country at the time and its prefix was 8Z4. [t 
was another cherished moment when a voice I knew well said 
"Hello Bill." I returned the greeting by wishing him a happy 
birthday and of course many more. "Thank you my friend" was 
his reply. Here I was just an average American citizen sitting 
in front of my ham radio and talking to royalty on the other 
side of the world. 

I found the King to be just one of the "guys" on ham 
radio. He did not want to be called "Your Majesty"! I always 
felt out of respect and proper protocol this was correct. 
However, Hussein insisted he be called by his name just as I 
would prefer my own first name. So it was for many more 
contacts that I had with this King of Jordan -- he was just one 
of the guys. 

February of 1999 marked the end of an ERA. After 
47 years as absolute ruler of Jordan, many ycars of "hamming! 
and thousands of radio contacts around the world - "Hussein" 
became a silent key. 

It just is onc example how Ham Radio breaks down 
the barriers of international regulations and allows royalty to 
become just another voice coming out of the noise and QRM 
on 20 meter SSB. I am glad I pushed the mic button, made the 
contact, found a friend. 73's forever Husscin. I am glad to 
have known you via ham radio! JY1 SK February 1999 Fond 
memories. This is of course one man's opinion Bill KELRX 


7 RACES 


This year's RACES drill will be held on 
Saturday, March 13th at 10:00 am. It should be 
concluded by noon, although there will be a recap 
meeting at the EMA office in the Red Cross 
Building afterward for anyone who would like to 
provide feedback about the activity. 

If you know beforchand that you will be 
able to participate, please indicate so on the letter 
you received from me (Norm) about the drill, and 
mail it back to the EMA address. You may also 
reply to me by telephone (963-5872) or e-mail 
(nking@usi.edu). Of course, if your schedule 
changes at the last minute, and you are able to check 


in even though you couldn't commit to participate 
carlier, please do so! We always like to have as big a 
turn-out as possible. Remember that RACES 
members should be active in the organization in 
some way, and the annual drill is our most important 
activity. 

Each participant will receive an individual 
message from me, by mail or telephone, to relay to 
another participant during the drill. After check-ins, 
people will be paired up and asked to change to a 
simplex frequency to transmit their messages to each 
other. You won't know who your "partner" will be 
until the drill starts. Then you will use your own 
resources (radio and antenna) to contact your 
partner without the help of a repeater. Lf terrain 
seems to be in the way, you may have to find a high 
spot to hear and be heard from. When the two-way 
transaction is completed, you will check in with Net 
Control to report the contents of the message you 
received. Messages will be of the generic emergency 
situation type, involving perhaps requests for 
personnel or equipment, for medical supplies or 
medicine, or evacuee lists, etc. Appendix B 
"Recommended Operating Procedures" of the 
RACES Plan (draft) published in the January issue 
of Sparks includes some pointers for efficient traffic 
handling. 

The objective of the drill is to determine 


how well we can function as a communications 


organization under really tough conditions when repeaters 
might be operable. We will ask how well you heard your partner 
and how well he/she seemed to hear you. We'll also ask about 
your equipment, so we will know how to assess the quality of 
your contact. This data will supply a wealth of information 
about simplex communications around the community that 
could be useful for quickly setting up effective communications 
during emergency situations. How well do you think your station 
will perform? Join us and sec! 

You may also reply to Adam Groupe of EMA at 
kb9sxk@aol.com to participate in the RACES drill, 


Norm W9AU 


One Man's 
Opinion - Again 


A few days ago I received my monthly issue of QST and of 
course began scanning the pages for interesting articles. 
Much to my surprise I came across an announcement by 
the League regarding the scaling down of the content of 
the ARRL magazine QST. 

The reason for this budgetary cut is due to dwindling 
membership in the ARRL. The "boys" in Newington are 
down by 18,000 members from this time last year. The 
League once again paints a dismal picture for the future 
of Amateur Radio. They cite less new hams entering the 
hobby and loss of interest regarding newly licensed partics. 
The question arises with the new ham as why he or she has 
lost interest in Ham Radio? Within a few weeks, months, 
or year they soon discover there is little activity on the 
local repeater. They become disenchanted and fade away 
with little or no fanfare. 

Venturing to other repeaters in the area is frowned upon. 
So unless someone shows up on the club machine, the 
newcomer has no one to communicate with on a regular 
basis. Simplex contacts are non-existent. The short-range 
of the HT’s are of course one reason and little or no usc of 
the simplex channels by stronger base stations are another. 
Taking a boldstep to six meters does produce much more 
activity at times, but for the most part six meters remains 


dormant except for occasional openings. The 
newcomer is left to believe he has no one on the 
bands, his license class will not permit him or her to 
operate on the HF bands. Soon boredom sets in and 
the newly licensed operator finds another interest. 
Therefore, ham radio goes by the wayside. Why? The 
newcomer has heard nothing on the bands that have 
promoted his interest. He or she sees no future in 
studying hard for the next grade of license, spending 
large amounts of money putting up huge antennas, 
buying expensive radios and possibly obtaining the 
same results, At least that is what they are led to 
believe. 

A few year ago a young person had just obtained his 
license in the Evansville area and he had a unique 
suffix, which were the same letters as a well-known 
award sponsored by ARRL. Did this young person 
make usc of this turn of fate, using it to his 
advantage? No, he remained on the local repeater, 
made a few simple contacts, then reached a major 
decision. Ham radio was boring, he has not been 
heard for over two years. What a shame! He could 
have enjoyed many contacts over the fifty states and I 
bet distant hams would have come out of the 
woodwork to work him? Instead he may never revive 
his interest in ham radio, because he thought it was 
boring. 

You have often heard me state as well as Norm that 
the action is on HF. Indecd it is, ten, fifteen and 
twenty meters where one can work the world. And 
you may do it on SSB, CW, RTTY, slow-scan TV, 
Packet, Pactor - the choice is yours. Must you be 
bored on 2 and 70 cm - of course not. Try 
moonbounce, try anything -the point is do not 
become stagnant by using a single mode, or staying, 
on one repeater, 

Much to my surprise I found distant repeaters and 
simplex contacts to be fun. The first antenna I used 
was a 15 clement beam at 60 feet. It was the "Ham" 
in me and the "DXer" which prompted me to try the 
unusual. I did have some interesting contacts on 2 
meters up to 300 miles and during summer openings 
it was even more fun.The point is - the challenge 
awaits you! The memories are up to you! 

Bill - K4LRX - One Man's Opinion 


Minutes: Board Meeting for 


February, 1999 


February 4, 1999 


The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by 
Vice President Nancy Patrow, (KB9PAD). Other 
members present were Vic (KBOLRX), Mark (NONYF), 
Hal (WBSFNN), Bob (AA9VW), and Tom (KBONVI). 

The Internal Revenue Service disagreed with the 
tax reports that our club submitted over the years 1994- 
1997. Bob and Tom are working to clear up the 
situation. Hal volunteered to help since he filed the tax 
exempt papers the first time. 

As of this date, 74 people have renewed their 
membership in the club and we are expecting others to 
do so at the February meeting/auction. 

The repeater codes are to be changed in March. 

The club is looking into providing cell phone 
activation for phones previously donated to the Red 
Cross. The matter was tabled until costs can be 
determined. 

A question was raised about replacing Charlie, 
N9GWS on the Board as a result of his recent illness. 
Hal moved to wait for a couple of months and let Charlie 
make the decision. Bob, AA9VW was the second and 
the motion carried unanimously. 

The Red Cross is hosting the annual Soccer 
Tournament March 20 & 21. Many volunteer workers 
will be needed for site to site communication. We need 
to get a commitment from members soon. Kenya, 
KB9RBO, is working closely with the Red Cross on this 
matter. 

The Board has requested that someone involved 
with the Packet Station make a financial report to the 
membership sometime after the bills arrive and the final 
costs are tabulated. 

The Board of Directors has directed the Secretary 
of the club, Tom (KB9NVI), to assume the duties of 
sending cards and flowers to members who are ill or 
deceased. The membership is to be asked if a donation 
to charity could be made in behalf of the deceased, 
instead of sending flowersWith no further business to 
conduct, The meeting was Adjourned at 7:42pm. 

Minutes respectfully submitted, 
Thomas M. Anderson (KB9NVI), 
Secretary T.A.R.S. 


If you have paid your 1999 TARS dues, thank you. 
If you haven't, please do so soon. SPARKS will not be 
mailed to non members after April 1. 

If you Know any non members, urge them to join 
us. Where else can you have the fun that we have for 


just a little over $2.00 per month? Heck, | eat that much 
in donuts each meeting. 


Minutes: Club Meeting for 


February 11, 1999 


The meeting was called to order by Vice President 
Nancy Patrow at 7:23 pm. Because there was no 
meeting in January, there was no Secretary's Report. 
Bob Mcintosh gave a verbal Treasurer's Report and 
passed around copies of the same. 

Kenya Jobe noted that volunteers are needed to 
establish a communications network for the upcoming 
Soccer Tournament sponsored by the Red Cross. 
March 20 and 21 operators will be needed at the base 
station at the Red Cross Building and at the various 
tournament sites around the city. 

Jeff Lyons will be the guest speaker at our March 
11 club meeting. 

The Bingo, originally scheduled for February, will 
be held at the April club meeting. Members are asked 
to bring a “white elephant” wrapped in newspaper or 
other suitable covering to make the prizes a 
SURPRISE. 

It was reported that the club Packet Station is “on 
the air’ at 145.09 MHz operating at 1200 Baud. A 
suggestion was made for the Emergency Management 
organization to utilize packet communications. The 
R.A.C.E.S. Drill this year may include packet 
communications. : 

Norm King, R.A.C.E.S. Coordinator, informed the 
club about a SEVERE WEATHER Seminar to be 
conducted by the National Weather Service of Paducah, 
Kentucky. The seminar will be on Friday, February 26, 
at the Red Cross Building in Evansville. 

Norm, also explained that the R.A.C.E.S. drill will 
be on March 13, 1999. Participants should be notified of 
their assignments by mail. He also asked members to 
read the lengthy article on R.A.C.E.S. in the February 
SPARKS and make suggestions. Hal Wilson suggested 
that a simplex frequency be designated just in case the 
repeaters are not working. He suggested 146.520 MHz 
as most people have it programmed or have these 
crystals if their radios are not programmable. 

The meeting was adjourned and “Little Ed” 
conducted the annual Auction. 

Minutes respectfully submitted, 
Thomas M. Anderson, Secretary 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Club 
February Treasurer's Report 
Account Balances as of 02/28/99 
100 General Fund 

200 Memberships 

201 ARRL Memberships 

400 Sparks 

502 AA9MM Repeater 

503 Packet Repeater (s) 

600 Club Recreation 

601 Auction 

801 Miscellaneous 


Totals 
992 Checking Account 
List of Receipts for February: 


02/03/99 Dues Received 
02/12/99 Dues Received 


02/12/99 Auction Change Redeposit 


02/12/99 Auction Donations 

02/16/99 Dues Received 

02/19/99 Dues Received 
Totals 


List of Expenditures for February: 


02/08/99 Acct. 400 Sparks - paper, etc. 
02/11/99 Acct. 600 Meeting Refreshments 
02/12/99 Acct, 502 AA9MM Repeater 


02/24/99 Acct. 801 Misc. Stamps 
Totals 


3,334.94 
878.00 
2.00 
229.50 
34.31 
-390.56 
324,25 
133.00 
-33.00 


3,336.32 


3,336.32 


242.50 
248.50 
100.00 
133.00 

25.00 

34.50 
783.50 


129.50 
18.75 
16.24 

33.00 

197.49 


Submitted by Charles R. McIntosh, Treasurer 


February 28, 1999 


CITA 


Come to the March 
meeting and PAY 
your membership 
dues. 

Or you may mail them 
to TARS, PO Box 
4521, Evansville, IN. 
47724. 

DO NOT SEND 
CASH - MAKE ALL 
CHECKS PAYABLE 
TO TARS. 


NOTE: If you have a 
change of address 
during the year - 
PLEASE notify the 
club. The post-office 
will NOT forward bulk 
mail. 


TARS Elmers 


Norm King, W9AU 963-5872: RACES; antennas 
(I can climb if it’s safe and not too high); 
contesting 

John Small, WSFHA 867-7058: Antennas (no 
climbing!); kit building; operating, including 
contesting, rag chewing, portable opera- 
tions, and general topics 

Hal Wilson, WBSFNN 867-3151: General stuff 

Mark Parker, NSNYF 422-586:Digital \ Computers 


Eimer, wilere are you? 


We need people who can help with: electrical, 
computer, digital, and other topics! 


OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT: 
Randy Jobe, N9YAI 476-7583 
VICE PRESIDENT: 
Nancy Patrow, KB9PAD 853-2331 
TREASURER: 
C. Robert Mcintosh, AASVW 963-6434 
SECRETARY: 
Tom Anderson, KBONVI 425-0727 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Charlie Apfelstadt, NSGWS 477-7716 
Greg McLain, KB9GNL 422-8459 
Glen Ogle, NSWYP 477-6911 
Mark Parker, NINYF 422-7586 
Vic Schriefer, KB9LRX 477-9802 
Hal Wilson, WB9FNN 867-3151 


Sparks is published monthly as the newsletter of the 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
P.O. Box 4521, Evansville, IN 47724 
Editor: Thomas M. Anderson 

1526 Reiter Dr., Evansville, IN 47712 
phone: 425-0727; E-mail:aa9vw@evansville.net 
Submissions due by last Thursday of the month. 
TARS web page: http:/www.evansville.net/~tars 
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Hello Fellow Hams, 


would like first to thank Tam ( KB9NV1) for handling 
the last meeting in my absence. Of course most of you 
know the reason for me not being present was that annual 
event that all amateur's hold dear to their hearts. The timely 
sabbatical to the holy land-of Dayton Ohio and the DARA. 
Hamvention. And what a display it was. The weather was 
great and my expedition into the depth's of the FLEA 
MARKET was both thrilling and rewarding and EXPENSIVE. 
Even when you spend -5 dollars for this and 50 for that and. 
65 for the other thing, money seems to flow away. My 
search for the venerable well known boat anchor-and the 
old and retired VHF and UHF radios went well as well as a 
good catch in oscilloscopes. In my search for several years 
| did find some things that would be impossible to leave 
homeless in that environment of wires and capacitors. As 
far as my health, t exercised quite vigorously hauting most 
of it to the bus severat times with one of those smatt folding 
suitcase carts made out of 1/4 inch rod and3 inch tires: | 
believe the cart suffered more that | did under the strain of 
90 Ibs of old radios. As far as my sabbatical companion ( 
and well known trooper under my command at Dayton) 
Kenya ( KB9RBO ) went to a local cooking class sponsored 
by the Hamvention. She learned a few cooking tricks and 
had a really great time with a chef that had served such 
people as President Carter, President Bush and President 
Reagan. She really loves to cook and anyone can tell by the 
construction of my midsection that there are no complaints 
in the job she does. | must thank her though, as | am very 
lucky that she supports my hobby and is there by my side 
while | act like a child in a candy store. Anyone that has 
been to Dayton knows how much fun it is. So much for my 
rambling about the Hamvention, Now on to business. 

| really need to Thank Terry ( AA9MM ) for spending 
quite some time getting the Voicemail system on the 
147.150 repeater back up and running. It was down for 
about 2 weeks with no messages being announced. While 
posting a message one day, the hardrive went belly up and 


that was the end of that. Thanks to a donated computer by 

the Vanderburgh County Red Cross we were-able to switch 
the cards and restore the software and get the system back 
up and running. Thanks to Steve ( KAQOKH ) for letting us 
borrow-the software for the tape drive as Terry didn’t have 
his copy on hand. 

! would also like to remind everyone that field-day is 
coming up June 26 and 27th. Due to a bad stroke of luck 
we didnt get the usual sight this-year. We currently have a 
few sights under discussion but nothing definite. Hopefully 
bythe time this issue reaches everyone we should know for 
sure. | would like to see many people visit the sight this year 
andsupport our fellow operators-in-this annual event. Keep 
an ear on the 147.15 repeater for information on where we 

| also need to mention that some time in the near 
future we will be having-the Duplexers on the 147.15 
repeater adjusted for peak performance. The repeater will 
be-down-for about a day, We will post a message onthe 
system several gays before this happens to let everyone 


know. 
Randy NSYAI 


3 TARS Board Meeting: 7:00pm Red Cross Bldg.. 


10 TARS MEETING: 7:30pm, Red Cross Bldg.. 

19 EXAM SESSION:9:00am-atthe Red Cross Bldg. 
Bring a photocopy of your license, any previous 
exam credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25. For 
further information, call Terry Brooks (AASMM) 
812-421-9135 or e-mail tbrooks@evansville.net. 


JUNE 


26-27 FIELD DAY: Please Participate!! 


Location undetermined at present. 


JULY 


1 TARS Board Meeting: 7:00. pm Red Cross Bldg. 

8 TARS MEETING: 7:30 PM, Red Cross Bldg. 

31 EXAM SESSION:9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg. 
Bring a photocopy of your license, any previous 
exam credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25. Eor 


further information, call Terry Brooks (AA9MM) 
812-421-9135 or e-mail tbrooks@evansville.net. 


Attendance Incentive 


In an attempt to bolster attendance at the monthly 
club meetings, the-Board Of Directors decided to-offer a 
ten dollar attendance prize each month. The rules are as 
follows. 


Every current member is eligible if their dues are 
paid before the 1st of the month. Members paying their 
dues at the meeting would not be eligible until the next 
month. 


At every monthly club meeting a members name will 
be drawn.. 


If the person is in attendance, they will receive 
$10.00. If not, tHe prize will carry over to the next month. 


If you win this month, you will still be eligible next 
month. 


The person whose name is drawn will be listed in 
the next issue of SPARKS. 


YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!!! 


THIS SPACE COULD BE FOR YOU 


Ifyou have something to say, a hint, a joke, or anything 
that might be of interest to fellow Hams, send it to me or e- 
mail it to Bob (aaSvw@evansville.net) and it can be enjoyed 
by all. 


Tom KBONVI 


GETTING OLD IN FLORIDA 


I've sure gotten old: I've had 2 by-pass surgeries, a hip 
replacement, and new knees. I've fought cancer and 
diabetes, am half blind, can’t hear anything quieter than a 


jet engine, and take 40 different medications that leave me 
dizzy, winded, and subject to blackouts. There’s bouts with 
dementia, poor circulation,.can-hardly feel my hands and 
feet anymore. Can't remember if | am 85 or 92. I’ve lost all 
my friends, But...... Thank God | still have my DRIVERS 
LICENSE!!! 


TARS Elmers 


Norm King, WSAU 963-5872: RACES; antennas 
(| can climb if it's safe and not too high); 
contesting 

John Small, W9FHA 867-7058: Antennas (no 
climbing!); kit building; operating, including 
contesting, rag chewing, portable opera- 
tions, and general topics 


Hal Wilson, WB9FNN 867-3151: General stuff 
Mark Parker, NSNYF 422-586:Digital \Computers 


John Strawbridge, M91Q 925-3943; Most every- 
thing except digital 


Elmer, where. are your? 


We need people who can help with: 
electrical, computer, digital, and other 
topics! 


de KB9LXZ - Joanne 


ALERT to everyone in the Tri-State. Our community 
needs your help. Your presence at the public hearing 
being held at the Evansville Marriott Hotel (near the 
airport) on June 15th can help convince the 
Modernization Transition Committee to reopen the 
doors of the Evansville National Weather Service 
Office (NWSO). 

As part of the modernization plan for the National 
Weather Service, the decision was maded to close 
the Evansville NWSO. Although the Evansville office 
has been closed since February of 1996, it still is not 
officially decommissioned. This means that there is 
yet a chance that the Modernization Transition 
Committee will rescind its decision. 

In March 1998 issue of SPARKS, | first wrote about 
the possibility that the feds might change their tune 
and provide the citizens of the Evansville Tri-state 
area with a desperately needed NWSO and Doppler 
radar. | believe right now, our chances are better 
than ever. As a stipulation of the reorganization 
process, the Weather Service Modernization Act 
requires that no community suffer a “degradation of 
service.” | don’t think | need to convince anyone 
around here that there has been a degradation of 
service from the National Weather Service since the 
Evansville NWSO has been closed. 

| believe the folks at the Paducah office are doing 
their best to supply reliable forecasts and warnings 
for our area. The sad fact is that without the 
necessary tools, even the best efforts and intentions 
do not make the grade. We've worked hard to help 
through our spotter network, but this is not an 
adequate substitute for a local NWSO with Doppler 
radar. 

The meeting begins at 2:30 p.m. and from 6:00 to 
9:00 p.m. there will be a public comment period. If 
you have personal or job related examples of a 
degradation of service from the modernized National 
Weather Service, please step up and be heard. Even 
if you don’t feel like speaking, your presence in the 
audience is an important display of public support 
and concern. 

If you have any questions or would like more 
information give me a call (963-5872), or send me an 
E-mail (o30ffice@evansville.net) 


Jowme - KBOLXZ 


ARRL - Urges FCC 


The ARRL has urged the FCC to act “ without delay” 
on Amateur Radio restructuring and has suggested 
that the Commission adopt the League's restructuring 
plan as its own in order to speed up the process. In 
a letter May 19 to the FCC, the League says that the 
state of limbo created by the current FCC Amateur 
Radio restructuring proceeding, WT Docket 98-143, 
is stifling Amateur Radio's growth, as current and 
prospective hams await an FCC Report and Order. 

The League asked the FCC to adopt the League's 
plan in a Report and Order “at the earliest possible 
time.” 

The ARRL told the FCC that its comprehensive plan 
of four license classes and two Morse code testing 
tiers -- 5WPM and 12 WPM -- plus refarming of the 
Novice/Technician Plus HF CW _ subbands 
“constitutes a reasonable middle ground proposal.” 
The ARRL's restructuring proposal formed the core 
of the League's comments to the FCC on WT 98- 
443, which the FCC refers to as the Part 97 biennial 
Review. 

Both the FCC and ARRL proposals would eliminate 
the Novice and Tech Plus licenses. The ARRL’s 
letter stressed that “refarming” of the Novice class 
subbands was “the most critical portion of the 
League’s comprehensive plan, or indeed, of any 
license restructuring plan the Commission may 
adopt.” The League said rearming was essential to 
make room for anticipated additional licenses using 
SSB HF subbands. In addition, the League said, 
refarming “is absoulutely necessary to preserve and 
enhance the incentive self-training program” and to 
ensure more efficient use of limited HF allocations. 
Under the League’s plan, General, Advanced, and 
Extra class licensees would get additional HF 
spectrum for phone operation. 

Judging from comments made at the Dayton 
Hamvention FCC forum by William Cros, W3TN, of 
the FCC's Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, no 
substantive progress has been made toward 
formulating Amateur Service rules changes beyond 
reading, analyzing, and tabulating comments. Cross 
said no decisions had been made on WT Docket 98- 
143 as of May 13. The FCC received 2250 
comments from the amateur community in the 
proceeding. 

In its letter, the League took the opportunity to 
express appreciation for the support for the Amateur 
Service by both Chairman William Kennard and WTB 
Chief Thomas Sugrue and to thank the FCC for the 
renewed enforcement efforts of Compliance and 


Information Bureau Chief Richard Lee and CIB Legal 
Advisor Riley Hollingsworth, K4ZDH. 


Hollingsworth Action: 


The FCC has modified the General class license of David 
O. Castle, WA9KJI, of Evansville, Indiana, to prohibit HF 
operation for two years. Hollingsworth said in a letter May 
19 that the FCC had information that Castle had operated 
on 3950 kHz “contrary to the Amateur Radio Service 
rules” by causing malicious interference and 
broadcasting. 

Hollingsworth said that on May 1, Castle was heard 
“broadcasting and talking to no particular station for over 
an hour, during which time you prevented the use of the 
frequencies by others and maliciously interfered with 
other stations.” Hollingsworth’s letter said that Castle had 
“falsely claimed” to be in contact with another station. As 
a result of the alleged violations, the FCC suspended 
Castle's privileges to operate below 30 MHz. 
Hollingsworth had warned Castle in January regarding 
such operation. Last September, the FCC restricted 
Castle's operating hours for allegedly engaging in the 
same type of conduct. Castle has 30 day to protest the 
latest license modification. 

The FCC has asked a net control station of the Liberty 
Net on 3950 kHz to justify the net's use of Amateur 
Radio frequencies. Via Certified Mail May 7 to Extra class 
licensee Victor A. Misek, W1WCR, FCC Legal Adviser 
Riley Hollingsworth said monitoring on May 1 indicated 
that Misek's station and members of the group for which 
he was acting as net control “began transmitting on top 
of existing amateur communication that were already in 
progress.” Hollingsworth said that such operation “is 
considered deliberate interference and cannot be 
tolerated on the Amateur frequencies.” 


Editorial: 


One Man’s Opinion 


| have been following closely the latest ventures of “Riley 
the Enforcer.” | am of course referring to Riley 
Hollingsworth, K4ZDH, the head of the enforcement 
bureau of the FCC. 

The latest episode in this journal centers on a young ham 
who has had the wrath of Riley come down upon his 
young head. Just days prior to receiving his ham ticket, 
this teenager opeted to play music on the local police 
channels for a period of twelve minutes. 

The young lad was 14 years of age. His parents were 
contacted about his offense by “Riley the Enforcer” and 
then something unique happened from the FCC. Instead 
of his licese being granted for the full ten year term, he 
was given a temporary permit for only one year. 


If other serious violations occur with in that grace period, 
this young fellow will cease to hold an Amateur Radio 
license. 

A few decades ago the old Novice class license was 
issued for a year only. It was not renewable and carrie 
CW only privileges. To me this class of license separated 
the “Wannabees” from the more serious dedicated 
amateur by its very existence. 

In a year’s time you had to upgrade, move to 13 wpm 
CW speed and evaluate your interest in ham radio. Were 
you serious about it, or was it a passing fancy? Indeed 
this was a probationary license, serious offenders were 
purged from the ranks never to grace the airwaves again. 
In a effort to control the lawlessness of certain operators 
we are no using ham licenses of limited renewal time, in 
the most reent case it is a year. | believe this is an 
excellent idea as a control measure! It lets the offender 
know the FCC means business and loss of license could 
result if anothe offense is recorded. 

As the old saying goes, “shape up or ship out”. For some 
they wil shape up and perhaps become model operators, 
never again getting into trouble with the FCC. For others, 
yes they will ship out since obeying rules and regulations 
is not part of their master plan. 

After lying dormat for almost 15 years, the FCC has 
come to life and continues to sweep the ham ranks clean 
of the unneeded blemishes and blots. Perhaps in a few 
years the files of the commission will be littered by the 
remains of the once troublesome offenders! 

A kudo to Riley Hollingsworth for his innovative idea in 
getting rid of th major trouble makers. Keep up the good 
work old man. The fun has just begun. 

As always my friends, this is “One man’s opinion!” 


Bill - karx 
de AASV 


| would like to share with you a couple of items this 
month! 

First, Top Ten Secrets of QRP DXCC: 

40. Get a callbook and a bunch of blank QSL cards and 
“Roll your own!” 

9. Start sending or calling before the last guy has 
finished. 

8. Break the pileup by working mixed-mode. When 
everyone is shouting their callsign send yours in Morse. 
7. Break the pileup by working mixed-mode. Really stir 
things up shouting your signal on SSB over a CW pileup. 
6. If operating CW sign, “QRP YL.” If operating phone, 
get a female or female impersonator to make the call. 
5, Send a series of V’s at a KW before dropping back to 
5 W to send your call. Gets their attention every time. 


4. Get a QRO station to ‘relay’ for you. 

3. Run 100 W or more and sign “/QRP10MW.” 

2. Tell everybody you've done it, but just can’t be 
bothered with the paperwork. 

And the number one secret of QRP DXCC: 

1. Just log it. If you can hear him, you could have worked 
him. 

(From Low Down, official journal of the Colorado QRP 
Club) 

Also, John may have a few more hints for you? 


Now for a satire. This satire is not for those whose humor 
glands are impaired. You see you must be properly 
trained and certified to enjoy this satire. 


FCC ENACTS MORSE CODE 
REQUIREMENTS ON INTERNET ACCESS. 


The FCC, under pressure to clean up the internet, 
especially after the Communications Decency Act 
provisions regarding Internet content were stricken as 
violating the U.S. Constitution, has deceided instead to 
enact a Morse code proficiency requirement for internet 
users. Citing the success of the Amateur Radio Service 
and the general belief that its requirement to operators to 
pass Morse code proficieny exam, and other technical 
reuirements, has kept the ARS “clean,” the FCC will 
enact a 5 word-per-minute requirement for all Internet 
users, They are leaving open the issue of whether there 
should be a “codeless” class of Internet user and are 
soliciting comments for proposed rule making on this 
proposal. 

Persons wishing to develop a web site having only links 
to other web sites which in turn have only links to other 
web sites, and so forth, must pass a 13 wor-per-minute 
Morse code test and demonstrate proficiency in HTML, 
the Internet authoring language. 

Persons who wish to develop web sites that have actual 
content, as compared to just links to other web sites, 
must pass a 20 word-per-minute Morse proficiency test, 
demonstrate proficiency in HTML, and the Java 
programming language, and show that they have mastery 
of at least one human language, such as English. 

The FCC, which lacks budgetary authority to implement 
the testing program, has stated that it intends to create 
a Volunteer Examiner Program to test Internet applicants. 
(From the Clear Lake ARC's “Radio Amateur Gazette’) 


Niether of these items are intended to offend anyone or 
to please anyone. They are offered in the hope that we 
ALL will sit down and think together about the future of 
our GREAT hobby. Sometimes we get all wrapped up in 
our own little world and can't see too far ahead of us. 


Reminds me of a little story | read from the Ham Radio 
Online Internet magazine: 


U.S. Ship: Please divert your course 15 degrees to the 
north to avoid a collision. 

Canadian: Recommend you divert YOUR course 15 
degrees. 

U.S. Ship: This is the capain of a US Navy ship. | say 
again, divert your course. 

Canadian: No, | say again, divert YOUR course. 

U.S. Ship: This is an aircraft carrier of the U.S. Navy. We 
are a large warship. Divert your course now! 

Canadian: This is a lighthouse. Your call... 


See YOU ALL at the next meeting! Hopefully with your 
eyes wide open. 


Bok - row 
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Minutes: Board Meeting for 


May, 1999 


May 6, 1999 


Members Present: Bob Mcintosh, Mark Parker, Vic 
Schriefer, Jerry McIntosh, Glen Ogle, Hal Wilson, Randy 
Jobe and Tom Anderson. 

Field Day: Randy is to check on a possible location for us to 
have field day. The previous site was already assigned to 
another organization. 

Attendance Incentive: The Board has agreed to offer a $10.00 
“door prize” or attendance incentive each month. Only club 
members whose dues are current as of the first of the month 
will be eligible. If the member is not present, the prize will carry 
over to the next month. 

May Meeting: Bob Futrell (N9VGN) has agreed to present a 
program on MARS at the May 14 meeting. 

Skywarn Nets: A number of people have commented about the 
seemingly poor communications during Skywarn Nets. Since 
most people disconnect their outside antennas and try to 
operate with rubber duckies, the signal to the repeater is 
marginal at best. The possibility of linking the 147.150 and 
146.790 repeaters will be investigated. Since this would disturb 
the autopatch, the linking would be effective only during times 
of emergency nets. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 


Thomas M. Anderson, Secretary 
Tri State Amateur Radio Society 


Minutes: Club Meeting for 


May 13, 1999 


The meeting officially was called to order at 8:05 pm 
after a presentation about M.A.R.S. (Military Affiliate Radio 
Service) by Bob Futrell (N9VGN). A special thanks is due 
Norm King (W9AU) for letting us in the E.0.C, to allow us 
access to an antenna. While a somewhat noisy M.A.R.S. net 
was activated, Bob explained what was happening, who the 
participants were, message protocol, and how to become part 
of the organization. 

Acting President, Tom Anderson (KBONVI), introduced 
guest and new member, Bob Jenkins (KB9UNL), and explained 
the attendance incentive to be implemented later this year. 

Bob Henn (KAQTML), John Strawbridge (K9IQ) and 
Cliff McGuyer (W9CM) suggested that the club sponsor a QSL 
contest as an activity for this fall or winter. Other members 
liked the idea and discussion erupted on various ways to 
conduct such a contest. Tom promised that serious 
consideration will be given to the suggestion. 

Bob Mcintosh (AA9VW) read a Special Events notice 
of W1AW for the week of May 17th. to commerate the 85th 
anniversary of the A.R.R.L.. 

A question "What about Field Day?” was asked, and 
Tom said that Greg McClain (KB9GNL) was Field Day chairman 


and that USI (where previous field day's were held) was rented 
to another organization that weekend. Randy Jobe (N9YAI) is 
looking into possible sites at SWIRCA, ITT, Mesker Park, and 
Riverside One, etc.. Elvin Reed (WB9VSQ) suggested using 
the FOP camp indicating that it is higher in altitude than some 
of the sites mentioned. Randy will be forwarded this 
suggestion. 

Cliff McGuyer (W9CM) showed us a very impressive 
walnut plaque that was awarded to him from the A.R.R.L. for 
being a member for 60 years. He truly is a lifetime member. 
Congratulations Mac!. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned 
and many attendees stayed to share ideas and experiences, 


Minutes respectfully submitted, 
Thomas M. Anderson, Secretary 


Treasurer’s Report 


May 01, 1999 - May 31, 1999 


General Fund $3,342.97 
Tars Memberships $1,101.00 
ARRL Memberships $ 6.00. 


Field Day $ 0.00 
Sparks -$ 429,50 
Webpage $ 72.00 
W90G (147.15) $ 0,00 
W90G (146.79) $ 0,00 
AAQSMM (443.40) -$ 91.64 
Packet Repeater -$ 390.56 
Club Recreation $ 374.57 
Auction $ 133,00 
Insurance $ 0.00 
Red Cross $ 0.00 
Miscellaneous -$ 33.00 
Totals $3,191.70 
Checking $3,249.15 
Dues $ 75.00 
Interest $ 2.19 
Ameritech $ 18.68 
Recreation $ 15.96 
Bulk Mail-Sparks -$ 1 00.00 
Totals $3,191.70 


Respectively submitted by 
Charles R. Mcintosh, Treasurer 


Charles R. McIntosh 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
. 1999 P.O. BOX 4521 EVANSVILLE, IN 47724 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


lease fill out if you want to join TARS. If you are already a member, fill out to update records. 


Name Call License Class 

Address : Telephone 

City State Zip 

dow long have you been a ham? Are you an ARRL member? 
Nhat is your occupation? Birthday mo: — day: 


Do you have any portable or emergency equipment? 


440 Mh 


Packet 


Antennas Other 


/se back of form if needed to list special equipment and talents. 
E-Mail Address 


Do you check into any nets? Which ones (list) 


What is your favorite type of amateur activity 


Vhat type of programs would you like to have at TARS meetings? 


Do you plan to use the TARS repeaters? Which ones? 


2 Meter Phone Patch ATV Packet Node? 


___ Regular member ... $25.00 
__ Add'‘l family member/full 
membership privileges $5.00 
__ Associate member .. $25.00 
__ Add’l family member/full 
membership privileges $5.00 
__ Senior Member .... $12.50 


If you had an Autodial slot last year, what is it? 
What was the telephone number assigned to this slot? 


If you want an Autodial slot for 7999, list the phone number you want 


Same as last year? 


__ Add'l family member/full 
membership privileges $2.50 
___ Student member(thru High 
School-no voting .. FREE 
__ Student member/full 
membership privileges $12.50 
__. Handicapped member 


Please mail this application with your check payable to TARS to 


TARS 
PO Box 4521 
Evansville, IN 47724 


or give to any club officer. 


Club Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of each month at the Red Cross, corner of Diamond and Heidelbach, at 7:30 P. M. 
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Hello Fellow Hams, 


Looks like my article will be short for a change. First | 
would like to thank Joyce Crosby from the Red Cross for 
her short speech about some of the activities that the Red 
Cross sponsors in the Evansville area. 

For those of you that haven't heard, we have had 
another silent key in the Evansville area. | am referring to 
the passing of Keith Philips (AA9KQ). | am sure our 
sympathies go out to his family. 

At the last TARS board meeting, the officers decided 
to mail the newsletters using the first class mailing rate 
instead of bulk. This was due to the realization that it would 
be about the same price. We will be discussing other 
possibilities at the next membership meeting. These may 
include receiving your newsletter by E-mail for those that 
would have access and would choose to and maybe the 
possibility of putting a version on the TARS Webpage. 

Please Plan to attend the next meeting as the 
ATTENDANCE INCENTIVE has risen to the amount of 30 
dollars. Ill bet that Hal (WB9FNN) would have loved to have 
been at the last meeting..... Just ribbing you Hal HI HI... 


Randy N9YAI 


SEPTEMBER 
2 TARS Board Meeting: 7:00 pm Red Cross Bldg. 
9 TARS MEETING: 7:30 pm, RedCross Bldg. 

25 EXAM SESSION:9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg. 
Bring a photocopy of your license, any previous 
exam credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25. For 
further information, call Terry Brooks (AASMM) 
812-421-9135 or e-mail tbrooks@evansville.net. 


OCTOBER 

7 TARS Board Meeting: 7:00 pm Red Cross Bldg. 

14 TARS MEETING: 7:30 pm, RedCross Bldg. 

30 EXAM SESSION:9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg. 
Bring a photocopy of your license, any previous 
exam credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25. For 
further information, call Terry Brooks (AA9MM) 
812-421-9135 or e-mail tbrooks@evansville.net. 


ATTENDANCE INCENTIVE 


HAL WILSON (WB9FNN), if you had attended last months 
TARS club meeting, you would have been $20.00 richer. 
Instead, you were traveling around the Northwest Territory 
seeing the sights. Thanks to you, the pot will accumulate to 
$30.00 for the September meeting. 


REPEATER USE 


| read some articles in a couple of repeater 
directories that | think will be beneficial to our readers. 
The articles were about accepted practices when using 
repeaters. So as to not infringe on any copyright, I'll list 
the important points. 

1. Before talking on any repeater frequency, 
monitor for a while to see if itis in use. Of course, if itis 
an emergency, and no one is talking, make your call. If 
someone is talking, and it is an emergency, say 
something like “break” or “emergency traffic” when the 
person talking stops his current transmission. 

2. To make a contact, key up and say something 
like “KBONVI monitoring”, “KBONVI listening” or just 
simply give your sign and wait fora response. Most likely 
if there is any one around, they will answer you. Calling 
“CQ’ on a repeater frequency is NOT an accepted 
practice. ( Personally, | think the frequency ought to be 
said also. For example; “This is KB9NVI on 715. Many 
times I’ve heard a “listening call’, but my receiver was 
scanning and | didn’t know what frequency to answer). 

Sometimes you can hear people talking and, when 
they end their conversation, you try to initiate a response 
by one of the above methods, they don't answer. This 
means: a) they have already moved off frequency or 
turned off their radio. b) they don’t want to answer you. Cc) 
they didn’t hear you. d) all of the above. Most likely they 
didn't hear you. Some repeaters require a sub-audible 
tone, called a CTCSS or PL tone, to be transmitted along 
with your voice. This tone “opens” the repeater. If you 
didn’t have the tone programmed into your radio, then the 
repeater didn’t hear your message. 

Don't key up or “ker-chunk” a repeater to see if it or 
your radio is working. This is rude. Give your call sign 
and un-key. If the repeater is working, you'll hear a 
courtesy beep or a squelch tail. Maybe someone will 
answer. (The ultimate test of a working radio) 

3. According to FCC rules, you must identify, GIVE 
YOUR CALL SIGN, at least once every ten minutes of 
talking and at the end of your communication. Since the 
repeater must identify itself during the same times, use 
this as a reminder to do so. Whenever you hear the 
repeater ID, just say “this is KBONVI" 

4 Atthe end of EACH transmission, PAUSE, wait 
a second or two. This will allow someone else to 
announce if they would like to use the repeater or enter 
the conversation. Also, the repeater probably has a 
“time-out” reset. If it is keyed for an extended period of 
time, it will cut you off and will briefly shut down. Each 
time you pause briefly between transmissions, the timer 
will start over and will not “time out”. 

5. Any one with a scanner or Public Service radio 
can hear your conversation, so watch what you say. 


Sometimes, words can be interpreted differently from 
what was meant. It’s difficult to “un-say” something. 
(Even though we live in the land of free speech, the radio 
is no place to air one’s laundry). 

6. According to the ARRL Repeater Directory, 
repeaters are primarily designed for mobil use. So, 
during commute times, base stations should yield to 
mobiles. (Don’t jump me for this, it’s in the book). 

7. Use the minimum power necessary to produce a 
Clear signal to the repeater. Boosting power into the 
repeater will not increase the power out of it. 

8. If long conversations can be made on simplex 
frequencies, please do so. This will free up the repeater 
for other users. 

9. Don’t be a free-loader. If you constantly use a 
repeater, join the club that sponsors it or aid in some way 
the owner. It is an additional expense to operate a 
repeater. Occasional use or just passing through the 
area users need not worry about this. But, if you are 
going to spend a lot of time on a local repeater, you 
should get permission of the owner or become a member 
of the organization that sponsors it. 

10. Definitely, don’t use the auto-patch 
without permission. 


In the above article, | used my call sign as an 
example. You, of course, would substitute your call sign 
instead of use mine. | hope! 


Som 


KBONVI 


TARS Elmers 


Norm King, W9AU 963-5872: RACES; antennas 
(Ican climb if it's safe and not too high); 
contesting 

John Small, W9FHA 867-7058: Antennas (no 
climbing}); kit building; operating, including 
contesting, rag chewing, portable opera- 
tions, and general topics 

Hal Wilson, WB9FNN 867-3151: General stuff 

Mark Parker, NINYF 422-586:Digital \Computers 

John Strawbridge, K91@ 925-3943: Mest every- 
thing except digital 


Filmer, where are you? 


We need people who can help with: 
electrical, computer, digital, and other 
topics! 


One Man’s Opinion 


If you are an active amateur and listen on the HF bands 
with a degree of regularity you might have come across 
K1MAN and his ontinuous broadcast of ham radio news 
on 14.275 Khz. For those of you that do not know the 
facts about K1MAN lend an ear for a few minutes and 
learn the whole story. Glenn Baxter, K1MAN, is the 
closest scenario to broadcasting we have on the ham 
bands! Now do not get me wrong fellow radio amateurs, 
we need news, information, and opinions to fully round 
out our interest in this great hobby. Mr Baxter instead of 
having regular times scheduled for his news bulletins, he 
instead breadcasts news, call-ins, commentary, and 
bulletins 24 hours a day, seven days a week on 14.275 
Khz. 

W1AW the ARRL station as most of you are aware does 
broadcast information regarding ham radio, but ona 
regular schedule. In addition they offer code practice, DX 
bulletins, and official bulletins from the League. This 
station does not run 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
365 days a year!. The age of computers, e-mail, RTTY, 
packet and other high speed data transmissions make 
ordinary voice only information transmissions virtually 
obsolete. 

Just recently Mr. Baxter was questioned by Riley 
Holingsworth of the FCC about the legality of his 
operations. The problem riley had was he paid a visit to 
Mr. Baxter's location in Maine and found his station to be 
broadcasting, yet no one was homel!. In other words 
where is the control operator, was he present, is the 
station controlled by remote means? Does it meet the 
requirements for remote control, may it be shut down if it 
becomes necessary? Even we broadcaster must still 
have a control operator present, be alert to certain 
requirements of the FCC and be able to shut down if 
these requirements are not met. Mr. Hollingsworth asked 
for a detailed description of the means of control from Mr. 
Baxter. K1MAN believed it to be an infrigement of his 1st 
amendment rights! Mr. Baxter has sought legal council 
and this case may go on for many months, even years 
before settlement. 

As | have mentioned, news bulletins, DX alerts, club news 
and Newslines all have their place in ham radio. But must 
we have it 24 hours a day, etc. on the same frequency? Is 
it indeed beneficial to the amateur community to have 
telephone call in, and famous celebrities introducing the 
American Amateur Radio Network? Walter Cronkite 
hesitates to lend his voice to certain commercials or 
promote various products, yet his golden tones are often 
heard stating “This is K1MAN, The American Amateur 
Radio Network!” Baxter broadcasts his phone number for 
a call-in discussion, urges people to join his select group 
and is anti-ARRL, anti-Riley, pro Baxter! 

The ARRL does indeed broadcast bulletins and 
information about ham radio; yes, certain repeaters use 
Newsline with commentary and interviews on a limited 
basis. When the information block is finished the 
frequency used is the returned to who ever wishes to use 
it. Mr. Baxter runs his broadcasts over and over and thus 


prevents the us of 14.275 Khz by normal amateur 
communications! 

This type of operation | do question. | have noticed 
K1MAN has been absent from 14.275 Khz for the last two 
weeks, could it be that the long arm of “Riley the 
Enforcer” has caught up with Mr. Baxter? 

If so this action is long over due. | say “hooray” again 
because the frrquency is now free for other to use for 
legitimate amateur communication. If Mr. Baxter wants to 
continue his operation then it should be on a limited 
schedule much as the ARRL uses. He should use certain 
times and frequencies and then let others have the 
channel for what it is intended. Amateur information may 
be passed via the internet using official appointees 
namely Official Bulletin Stations as volunteers. Using Mr. 
Baxter's methods have benefited no one other than 
K1MAN's over inflated ego! 

As always my friends this is “ONE MAN’S OPINION” 


Bil, varx 
de AASVW 


Short article this month! Have been extremely busy doing 
things around the house. In other words - | have had a 
VERY LONG HONEY-DO LIST. (And it isn’t done yet) 
This month we will examine the terminology of the 
computer. Below are some computer terms that everyone 
should know. 


AMIGA: A Merely Insignificant Game Addiction 
APPLE: Arrogance Produces Profit-Losing Entity 
CD-ROM: Consumer Device-Rendered Obsolete in 
Months 

COBOL: Completely Obsolete Business Oriented 
Language 

DEC: Do Expect Cuts 

DOS: Defective Operating System 

GIRO: Garbage IN, Rubbish Out 

IBM: | Blame Microsoft 

ISDN: It Still Does Nothing? 

LISP: Lots of Infuriating and Silly Parentheses 
MACINTOSH: Most Applications Crash; If Not, the 
Operating System Hangs 

MICROSOFT: Most Intelligent Customers Realize Our 
Software Only Fools Teenagers 

MIPS: Meaningless Indication of Processor Speed 
OS/2: Obsolete Soon, Too 

PCMCIA: People Can't Memorize Computer Industy 
Acronyms 

PENTIUM: Produces erroneous Numbers Throught 
Incorrect Understanding of Mathematics 

SCSI: System Can't See It 

WINDOWS: Will Install Needless Data On Whole System 
WWW: World Wide Wait 

A tip of the 73 floppy to KB6CMO for this piece which 
originally appeared in the The BPARC Communicator 
(August 1997) 

Everyone have a great month! See you at the meeting - | 
hope, | hope. 73's and 88's 


Cock AASVW 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
August 5, 1999 


MEMBERS PRESENT: Jerry Mcintosh, Randy Jobe, 
Charlie Apfelstadt, Mark Parker, Bob Mcintosh, and Tom 
Anderson. 


Call TO Order: 7:03 pm 


Possible Repeater Abuse: The Board was asked to look 
into a case of questionable verbiage and improper 
identification. As secretary, | asked Randy if | could 
handle the inquiry. 


Bulk Mailing of Sparks: Bob Mcintosh reported that it 
would be less costly to mail Sparks by First-Class Mail at 
33 cents each rather than using Bulk-mail. The 
minimum bulk mail quantity is 200 pieces of mail. We 
currently have 110 members. This means we must mail 
90 extra issues of sparks to non-members or duplicates 
to members. Bob asked permission to mail by first class 
when the current bulk mail account is depleted. It was 
agreed to try the First-class mailing for a couple of 
months. 


Verification of Personal Data: The August issue of 
Sparks will contain some personal data of members. 
Members will be urged to check to see if it is correct. 


Packet Paid For: During the past few months a club 
packet station has been put into service. All of the cost 
has been offset by a gift from IDEA. (Indiana Digital 
Experimenters Association) IDEA sent the club a check 
for $644.91. 


Adjournment: 8:04 pm 


Minutes respectfully submitted, 
Thomas M. Anderson, Secretary 
Tri-State Amatuer Radio Society 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
August 12, 1999 


The meeting was Called to Order by President, Randy 
Jobe (N9YAI) at 7:34 p.m. 


It was announced that Adam Groupe (KB9SXK) was in St 
Mary's Hospital and Those members present signed a "get 
well” card. It was also announced that former member 
Keith Phillips (AA9KQ) became a “silent key’ on August 5, 
1999. 


Also, It was mentioned that there would be a FEMA 
Search and Rescue drill at the Evansville State Hospital on 
Saturday, August 14. Those who wish to see the 
Communications Trailer in action will be welcome. 

Randy (N9YAI) and Mark (NONYF) discussed briefly 
the packet radio station sponsored by TARS. The station 
has been paid for by a gift from IDEA. 

Bob (AASVW) asked members to think about reading 
or downloading the SPARKS newsletter from our web page 
rather than having it mailed to them. Those members who 
cannot do this would still receive it through the mail. 

Vice President, Jerry Mcintosh, introduced Joyce 
Crosby from the Red Cross. She was a last minute 
replacement for the previously scheduled program. We 
were supposed to have the EMA Communications Trailer 
on display. But, it was on the scene of a barge accident on 
the Ohio River near Mt. Vernon, IN. Joyce gave a brief 
accounting of the activities by the local Red Cross chapter 
for the last year. 

Before adjournment, Hal Wilson was the winner of the 
$20.00 attendance incentive. Too bad he was in Colorado 
and couldn't collect it. Next month the accumulated “kitty” 
will be $30.00. 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned 
at approximately 9:15 p.m. 


Minutes respectfully submitted, 


Thomas M. Anderson, Secretary 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 


August Treasurer’s Report 


Beginning Balance 08/01/99 $2,418.21 
Receipts 

Repeater Council $644.91 

Interest $ 1.73 
Sub-Total $646.64 
Expenses 

AASMM Repeater $ 16.20 
Paper-Sparks $ 18.67 
Stamps-Sparks $ 66.00 

State Filing Fee $ 10.00 

Sub-Total $ 110.87 

Ending Balance 08/31/99 $2,953.98 


Respectively Submitted by: 


Charles R. Mcintosh - Treasurer 


Kit Builders!, Hobbyists!) -or-Just Plains 


Experimenters! 


How many of you have began a project after supper 
and realized you needed something to finish it? Maybe a 
knob, socket, transistor, tube, (TUBE ? What's that?) Or 
some other item is what you need, but the local suppliers 
are closed. 


Just because | didn’t obtain an amateur license until 
1996, dosen't mean | didn’t have an interest in electronics. 
In fact, | have been bringing home junk ( | mean acquiring 
quality stuff) since the late 50's. (1950 not 1850) Friends 
tell me that my basement looks like Fibber McGee's closet. 
That tells you how old my friends are! Seriously, If you get 
caught needing something, | might have it. | won’t have 
large quantities of any single item, except 3AG fuse holders, 
but | might have one or two. 


| usually never go to bed before midnight, so give me 
a jingle at 812-425-0727 or call me on one of the TARS 
repeaters. Remember, having it is one thing and FINDING 
it is another 


Lom KBONVI 
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CODE CLASS ? 


Is Anyone interested in learning code? !!!!! 


Norm King (W9AU) telephoned me the other evening 
and told me that he would be willing to conduct code 
sessions to interested parties. He suggested that the 
sessions be held on club meeting nights at 6:30 pm. This 
would be one hour earlier than our regular club meeting. If 
you would be willing to participate in these sessions, let 
Norm, Randy(N9YAl), or Tom(KB9NVI) know of your 
interest 


Som KBONVI 


de WB9ONU: 


How To Use W90G-2 
W90G-2 is the packet mode that is operating on 145,09 
simplex. If you haven’t heard or tried packet your missing 
some fun. To operate packet on VHF you will need a 2 
meter transceiver that will operate on 145.09. Also, you 
will need a TNC “terminal node controller” that will send 
and receive at 1200 baud. You will also need a cheap 
computer that has a way of connecting to your TNC. 
Once you have all of the above items you can have some 
fun. 
Now it’s time to explore a new mode. The first menu that 
you will come to once you are connected to W90G-2 has 
the following commands. 
?,Connect, Bye, Info, Nodes, Ports, 
Routes, Users, Mheard 
Connect - is used to connect to another station 
Example: C (port) callsign 
Bye is used to disconnect 
Info tells about the system 
Nodes returns a list of nodes that are known by the 
connected nod 
Ports - ports that are available, 1. 440lan, 2. WAN, 3. 2 
meter lan 
Routes - returns a list of current node toutes that are 
know to the node 
Users - returns a list of users on the node at the present 
time 
Mheard - provides a list of the most recent or just heard 
stations. Example Mh (port) 
?- displays the commands 
Ok say you see on the node the station KB9LHX-2 to 
connect to that station enter c 2kb9lhx-2. What will 
happen is W90G-2 will attempt to connect to KB9LHZ-2. 
Again enter a question mark to get a list of commands for 
that station. Find the one you want and or if there is a bbs 
you can connect to it. If by chance you get yourself all the 
way up to K9IU. Try thee conference mode. This 
command will let you connect to other stations anywhere 
on the planet. You can also have QSO’s there. So have 
fun, maybe I'll find you there one of these nights. 

Jerry 
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Hello again, 

The first thing this month. It is my sad duty to say that we 
have had another of our members to become a silent key. 
Charles Apfelstadt (N9GWS) passed away recently. He 
was a very strong supporter of Tars, served as president 
for several years, and was a very close personal friend. 
My wife and | spent many evenings enjoying Charlie and 
Junes company and | spent many hours traveling with 
Charlie to many local area hamfests. | will miss Charlie a 
lot and | am sure everyone joins me in sending our 
condolences to June and family. Please keep them in your 
prayers. 

| am sure everyone has heard about the last meeting. Tars 
has been approached about a proposed repeater system 
in this area, that would achieve as much as possible, 
handheld coverage of a 25 mile radius of Evansville. It 
would require a lot of individuals donating their time to 
acheive this end. We would need a lot of technical 
knowledge and a lot of man hours to get this system up 
and running and to keep the system operational. Please 
plan to attend the next TARS membership meeting and 
help us determine if we can acheive this end. 

| would also like to thank Norm and Joanne for allowing us 
into their home and providing the atmoshpere for a very 
enjoyable cookout and meeting. Quite a few people 
attended and | am sure if you asked them they all would 
say they had a great time. The cooking was great, Thanks 
to Danny (KB9GNI) and those fantastic Bratworst's he 
always brings. Its always enjoable to get together with 
friends and just have a good time. | look forward to the 
next one. Thanks to everyone that helped out. 

Also the next membership meeting will the the election for 
officers for the coming year. Although there is no 
contesting for offices ,pease attend and support all those 
people who volunteer to take these positions and support 
TARS the best they can. 


72s 


Randy NOYAI 


NOVEMBER 

3 Wednesday Night Net: Blanche Elpers 

4  TARS Board Meeting: 7:00 pm Red Cross Bldg. 
10 Wednesday Night Net: Bob Mcintosh 

11 TARS MEETING: 7:30 pm Red Cross Bldg 

17 Wednesday Night Net: Bob Mcintosh 

24 Wednesday Night Net: Tom Anderson 


DECEMBER 

1 Wednesday Night Net: Tom Anderson 

2 _TARS Board Meeting: 7:00 pm Red Cross Bldg. 

4 EXAM SESSION:9:00am at the Red Cross Bldg. 

Bring a photocopy of your license, any previous 

exam credits, two forms of ID, and $6.25. For 

further information, call Terry Brooks (AA9MM) 

812-421-9135 or e-mail..tbrooks@evansville.net. 

Wednesday Night Net: Randy Jobe 

TARS X-MAS PARTY: 6:30 pm S.W.I.R.C.A., 
Baker & Virginia St.’s 

15 Wednesday Night Net: Randy Jobe 

22 Wednesday Night Net: Kenny Molinet 

29 Wednesday Night Net: Kenny Molinet 

31 Use Y2K Bug Spray and you'll be OK 
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ATTENDANCE INCENTIVE 


Forty dollars would have been awarded to Bill 
Shinn (WB9PLR) just for attending the fall cookout. He 
wasn't there, so the pot swells to $50.00 for the 
November meeting. Just think, you could get someone 
a nice gift with this award. 


TO ALL TARS MEMBERS 


On October 7, 1999, at the Board of Directors 
Meeting, a gentleman named Ron Graul presented the 
following proposal. 


A not-for-profit organization called the Southwestern 
Indiana Disaster Resistant Community Corporation 
(SWIDRCC) offered TARS the sum of $25,000.00 as 
75% of a 75%/25% grant. The purpose of this grant is to 
help fund a repeater system that would permit walkie- 
talkie communications throughout a five county area. 
Any equipment purchased with this money would be the 
property of the SWIDRCC however the coordination, 
installation, operation, and maintenance costs would 
be the responsibility of TARS. ( EMA may assist with 
maintenance costs) 

During disasters, this communications network 
would be dedicated to the disaster and would be placed 
under the direction of the Emergency Management 
Agency. It would stay under the direction of the EMA 
until the disaster was over. 

Other system specifications are to include: 

25 mile hand-held capabilities 
Meet reliability criteria 

Have a backup energy source 
Be in operation by March 2000 

In order to obtain the grant mentioned above, TARS 
would have to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
agreeing to the terms in the above paragraphs and could 
designate a member to serve on the SWIDRCC Board of 
Directors. 

In addition, the SWIDRCC wants from TARS : 

A A complete proposal which would describe the 

system upgrade in detail. 

B A financial statement of proposed equipment 
costs. 

C Estimates on meeting the 75/25 soft match 
provision of the grant. 

D Awritten statement of willingness to enter into a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the 
SWIDRCC. 

E Agreement to meet the Equipment Installation 
Deadline of “Severe Weather Season 2000" 
(March 2000). 

F Willingness to draft a equipment specification bid 
sheet, solicit 3 bids for the equipment, and agree 
that only 2 members of TARS be authorized 
to sign for and purchase the equipment. 

G Agree to join with the SWIDRCC to publicize the 
system 


The TARS Board of Directors voted to take this 
proposal to the membership with the Board’s 
Recommendation. 

The same proposal was made to those members 
who attended the Fall Cookout (October Meeting). 

The proposed system would use the present Hwy 41 
& 1-64 location with the frequency changed to 


146.790/146.190 MHZ to eliminate interference with and 
from Terre Haute, Louisville, Nashville, and St. Louis. 
Remote receive sites would be placed throughout the 25 
mile area and linked to the 146.790 repeater via 70cm. 


Questions about liability while TARS members installed 
equipment on public and private property evolved. 
Experience and qualifications of those who might perform 
the installation were questioned. The most often 
questioned part of the proposal was the completion 
deadline of March 2000. 

A prepared list of concerns about the lack of finances to 
meet the 25% ($8,333.00), the legality of Memorandum 
of Understanding being a “contract”, and the identity of 
the members and Directors of the SWIDRCC was read. 
It is assumed that the 25% financial obligation to be met 
by TARS can be “worked off” instead of actually being 
paid out. 

Hal Wilson moved to allow the TARS Board of Directors 
to pursue writing a proposal to the SWIDRCC and 
present it along with the response from the SWIDRCC to 
the membership for approval. This motion was seconded 
by Glen Ogle and was passed with more Yea’s than 
Nay’s. 

Joanne Alexandrovich moved that all members be 
notified on this matter and be allowed to vote on it, by 
absentee ballot if necessary. This motion carried. 


OFFICERS: 
PRESIDENT: 
Randy Jobe, N9YAI 476-7583 
VICE PRESIDENT: 
Jerry McIntosh, WB9ONU 425-3107 
TREASURER: 
C. Robert McIntosh, AA9VW 963-6434 
SECRETARY: 
Tom Anderson, KBONV! 425-0727 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
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Greg McLain, KB9GNL 422-8459 
Glen Ogle, N3WYP 477-6911 
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DE KBONVI 


After the October Board Meeting, | wrote the 
following list of concerns | had about the recent proposal 
of a five county repeater system. These were read to 
those members who attended the fall cookout and | was 
asked to share them with everyone. Remember, these 
are only MY thoughts and may not be popular, however, 
| believe them to be important. All well, here they are: 
1. Who is the SWIDRCC? Who are the officers, 
directors and more importantly, what is their “agenda”? 
(Constitution and By-laws) 

2. A “signed” Memorandum of Understanding means 
(to me) a Contract. A legal and binding instrument. 
TARS hasn't the financial resources nor the manpower to 
get a five county repeater network in operation within a 
five month time frame. 

3. Our (TARS) sole income is from membership dues 
and that is projected to be only $1,500.00 next year. 
Insurance costs $543.00 and SPARKS will cost about 
$600.00 to publish. As you can see, that leaves $357.00 
remaining to pay repeater phone bills, filing fees, and 
coordinating fees of approximately $238.00. 

With $119.00 from unspent dues and $2,000.00 
carry-over, WHO is going to kick-in the $8,333.00 needed 
to match the 75%/25% 

4. WHO speaks for the Emergency Management 
Agency saying that they may assist with maintenance 
costs. Put it in writing! More importantly, put it in the 
budget. 

5. If the SWIDRCC is already in existence, their Board 
of Directors are already set. It will be too late to appoint 
a member from TARS. 

6. WHOis going to write the proposal to describe the 
“system upgrade in detail” ? 

7. TARS does NOT have the $8,333.00. Even trying 
to work off this amount, at $10.00 per hour, It would 
require 833 hours of labor. Remember, we cannot get 9 
operators to man radio assignments at a bike ride on a 
sunny Saturday. This obligation REQUIRES 
COMPLETION during the bad weather and holiday 
season and must meet reliability criteria (that hasn’t been 
determined yet). 

8. WHOis going to “sign” a statement of willingness to 
enter into a Memorandum of Understanding? 

9. WHAT is the Reliability criteria that must be met. 
The rules are subject to change after the game begins. 
NO WAY, JOSE!! 

10. If there is a DEADLINE, then there must be a 
PENALTY for failure to meet the deadline. What is it? 
And, WHO PAYS? 

As | mentioned earlier, these are my concerns and may 
not reflect your thoughts at all. While | am basically in 
favor of such an endeavor, | think it should be entered 
into with much more thought, planning and financial 
resources (money). 


de K4LRX 


One Man's Opinion: 

The pastor of my church has often told the congregation 
after the passing of a valued member to not emphasize 
how a person died; rather how they lived their life is far 
more important. What a person accomplished in his or 
her life time, the lasting impression they left upon friends 
and family is of course the most valued characteristic we 
can leave to one another. 

Such a lasting impression presented itself by the passing 
of an old friend, Charlie, N9GWS, this past October 15th. 
| had know Charlie for many years as a fellow radio 
amateur and considered it a privilege to have served on 
the board of directors during his two terms as President 
of TARS. | often amused myself with his wry humor, 
seems like whenever he saw me he had a joke to tell. 
Often these tidbits of humor were jokes designed to jab 
me with well intentioned chagrin. 

We always had snacks available at the board meetings 
of TARS, Snicker bars were necessary, to tell you the 
truth about it, | ate more Snicker bars in one night then 
| did all year. It was the dedication this person had for 
TARS, the will to succeed and the warm friendship he 
extended to persons around him. His formula for life 
worked and worked well for it is evident in the large 
amount of friends Charlie had through out the tri-state. 
If you needed a Radio club home, Charlie invited you to 
come to the meetings, if you wanted a job within the club 
he could find a spot just for your talents. 

When we promoted the 50th birthday of TARS with a 
special event station, we operated from Charlie’s house, 
with the blessing of his spouse June. We had a great 
day, memorable times, good fellowship with one another, 
these are the treasured moments | recall very well. 

So with fond memories we say farewell old friend with 
sadness in our hearts and deepest regrets we bid an old 
acquaintance final 73's. To have him all these years was 
indeed a privilege, a great privilege. Indeed, let us not 
dwell on the fact of how he died, let us rejoice in how he 
lived! 

Charlie often kidded me about my monthly column, 
stating that you could just ask Bill about any issue 
involving ham radio and he has an opinion. Amateur 
radio and TARS will certainly have a large void in our 
rank from this time forward. Charlie, old friend, this one 
is for you! 

As always my frends, this is one man’s opinion! 


Bill, xatrx 


de W9FHA 


Concerning SWIDRCC: 
Assuming the offer is legitimate and there are no legal 
strings attached, it is a great idea. Is it feasible? | don’t 
know. 
| would first ask for a propagation study to be done for 
the State Police post repeater site to see if it will cover 
the required area and if not, what power level would be 
required to do that. (We might be able to have that done, 
at no charge, by one of the antenna manufacturers) 
Assuming that we can solve that problem, we would need 
to look for remote receiver sites. Commercial areas could 
be tought to find. There is also a problem of RFI at some 
of those sites. (Atop ONB, is a nightmare!) SIGECO 
WILL NOT let us use their towers! (Motorola had trouble 
gaining access to the sites for microwave installations 
due to insurance requirements.) The liability is jus too 
great! Who would be willing to let an amateur radio 
operator have access to their site to work on equipment? 
| think the ideal situation would be for the site to be on a 
tower owned by a ham. If the ham could work on the 
equipment at his own site, it would be the best situation. 
How many sites will it take to get the coverage? How 
many hams in the club have the technical skill to 
maintain the repeaters? Would we buy the test 
equipment? A service monitor is a necessity and cost $7- 
10K. 
The weak link would be having only one big repeater and 
IF it goes down., we loose the whole system. For real 
reliability, a portable or second site would be nice. We 
should have spare units for the main site and the receiver 
sites. All sites would have to have emergency power. If 
it is by generator, routine maintenacne is required. Solar 
cells would require less work. 
We MUST be able to support the system without Steve 
Doty’s help. During an emergency, he and the test 
equipment will be in use by Tri-State. We certainly need 
his help to get it up and running. 
Can we buy all of the repeater equipment (with spares), 
test equipment and back up power systems for $25,000? 
| doubt it. 
| think it is a great project to help the club increase the 
technical knowledge of the members. However, will the 
members be willing to learn, | don't know? If NOT, the 
WORK falls on the few! 
Oh yes, WHO will be available (and willing) to use the 
site on Tuesday, AM, when an emergency hits? (Or any 
other time?) 

John Small 


de WB9ONU 


Tars and the Southwestern Indiana Diaster Resistant 
Community Corporation 


At last month’s Board Meeting, Randy Jobe (N9YAI) and 
Terry Brooks (AA9MM) presented a draft proposal from 
the Southwestern Indiana Diaster Resistant Community 
Corporation (SWIDRCC). This proposal could be the 
greatest thing that has ever happened to TARS or it 
could be the worst thing that has ever happened to 
TARS. The SWIDRCC wants to invest in the amateur 
community and help improve 2-meter radio coverage in 
southwestern Indiana. Their goal is to have a 25-mile 
hand held coverage with a back-up emergency source. 
In order for this goal to be accomplished they are willing 
to invest $25,000. The club would be responsible for 
selecting the equipment, testing the equipment, selecting 
remote sites, installation of equipment, and the cost of 
operating and maintenance of the equipment. SWIDRCC 
would retain OWNERSHIP of the equipment but TARS 
would be the trustees (responsible for everything else). 
We would be allowed to use the equipment just as we 
now use our repeaters. However, in an emergency the 
equipment would be placed under the direction of the 
EMA for the duration of the “called” emergency. 

Doesn't sound too bad! Except, there is a deadline. The 
SWIDRCC wants this system to be up and running by the 
Severe Weather Season of March 2000. 

So this means we need to have PEOPLE to volunteer for 
this project. We also will have to commit OUR FUNDS to 
this project. 

Do we have the necessary volunteers? How many 
volunteers have we had for the Wednesday night TARS 
net as net control operators? How many volunteers did 
we have for the Red Cross Socer Tournament? How 
many volunteers helped during the Freedom Festival 
Parade? How many of you showed up to work Field Day? 
How many volunteers did we have for Drums on the 
Ohio? How many volunteered for the Great Pumkin Bike 
Ride? Did you help during the Fall Festival? And more 
recently, did you volunteer for the Haunted Hay Ride? 
And how many of you actually participated during our 
Weather Net activities last spring? More important, how 
many of you come to the meetings? It seems there are 
the SAME FEW PEOPLE at these events and activities. 
Enough to get this BIG job done? | doubt it. 

The next item is our present treasury balance. At present 
it is low. The only way that ourclub gets funds for the 
treasury is from membership dues and the auction held 
every year. We don’t have any other fund raising events. 
TARS used to host a HAM FEST in the spring, but due 
to the lack of VOLUNTEERS that has ceased. Could we 
ever revive it? | don’t know? 

Another consideration is the testing and maintenance of 
the equipment. Who in the club can take care of a 
repeater system of this size? Randy has said that Steve 
Doty (KAQ9OKH) was willing to volunteer his time to set 
up the equipment and install it and to keep it runnig (with 


help). This is great! Does this mean though, that we will 
have ONE PERSON to keep the system going? What 


happens if he moves away, gets sick, or just gets tired of 
doing the job. What happens during an emergency, he 
may be busy at his place of employment? So, WHO or 
WHERE do we go for HELP? ((NOTE: The TARS HF rigs 
didn’t work at our Field Day this year! There has always 
been trouble with them in the past too! WHO has 
volunteered to look at them and see if they can be 
fixed?)) ((Does our ANTENNA at the Red Cross work?)) 
These are questions and concens that | have with this 
proposal. | am sure there are many more questions. All 
of these must be worked out first before we can go any 
further with this proposal. Don’t get me wrong, | still think 
this can be one of the greatest things to happen to 
TARS, but let us not go into this deal because we would 
like to be able to have a system as proposed. We cannot 
have a system like the one proposed WITHOUT HELP, 
not just in this area, but all the other areas that | have 
mentioned. VOLUNTEERS have been very short in 
supply in the past. Let us make a decision that is BEST 
for TARS, not as an individual that would like to use an 
HT on our repeater anywhere in a 5 county area. We 
don’t have to make a HASTY DECISION now! We don’t 
have to make a decision that will COST us a lot later. 
So FELLOW MEMBERS of TARS, we need your INPUT 
and more important, we NEED YOUR HELP more than 
ever. 
Jerry - WB9ONU 


de AA9VW 
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CW Forever: 


You must have, at times, thought into the past, 
Where some things go out, while others last. 
What comes to my mind is the Old Morse Code. 
That has weathered the storms from any abode. 


To talk with one’s fingers is surely an art, 

Of any info you care to impart. 

In most conditions the signals get through, 
While the same about phone is simply not true. 


Those dits and dahs cut through the trash, 
Of nearby noise or lightning’s crash. 

To the sensitive ears of the ham receiver, 
Who records this data with ardent fever. 


He knows he’s doing something unique... 

(In such poor conditions, that’s quite a feat!) 
To roger the message that came off the air, 
These brass pounders sure do have that flair. 


They say Morse ops are a dying breed, 

But don’t despair, there’s always that need, 

That when conditions get rough for the new automation, 
Rest assured, there'll be a need for your station. 


CW is dying? Believe it never. 

This mode will be ‘round forever and ever. 

But one thing is sure, what we really need, 

Is to relay our knowledge to the younger breed. 


To carry the torch, long after we're gone, 

To send Morse Code through the air like a song. 
When at last, Silent Keys pull that final lever, 
We can rest in peace - it’s CW forever. 


((By WA1TBY, TNX W8WEB, in the Dixie Amateur Radio 
Club May 1997 newsletter)) 

Many thanks to those who helped me and especially 
those on the air who put up with my somewhat 
inadequate attempts with CW. ((By the way, | still have 
not even come close to using the paddle with any degree 
of competence.)) 

How about these SIGNS!: 

On an electrician’s truck: “Let us remove your shorts.” 
Outside a Radiator Repair Shop: “Best place in town to 
take a leak.” 

On a Maternity Room door: “Push, Push, Push.” 

At an Optometrist’s Office: “If you don’t see what you're 
looking for, you’ve come to the right place.” 

On a Scientist's door: “Gone Fission” 

On a Taxidermist’s door: “We really know our stuff” 

In a Podiatrist’s window: “Time wounds all heels.” 

On a Butcher's window: “Let me meat your needs.” 

At a Used Car Lot: “Second hand cars in first crash 
condition.” 

Ona fence: “Salesmen welcome. Dog food is expensive.” 
At a Car Dealership: “The best way to get back on you 
feet -- miss a car payment.” 

Outside a Muffler Shop: “No appointment necessary. 
We'll hear you coming.” 

Outside a Hotel: “ Help! We need inn-experienced 
people.” 

In a Dry Cleaner’s Emporium: “Drop your pants here.” 
In a Veterinarian’s waiting room: “Be back in 5 minutes. 
Sit! Stay!” 

On a Music Teacher's door: “Out Chopin.” 

At the electric company: “We would be delighted if you 
send in your bill. However, if you don’t, you will be.” 

In Kenya's Shop: “Dye now!” 

On the door of a computer store: “Out for a quick byte.” 
In a restaurant window: “Don't stand there and be 
hungry, come in and get fed up.” 

Inside a bowling alley: “Please be quiet. We need to hear 
a pin drop.” 

On the door of a Music Library: “Bach in a minuet.” 

In the front yard of a funeral home: “Drive carefully, we'll 
wait.” 

Hope you enjoyed the SIGNS! That's all this month folks. 
See you at the meeting - WITH YOUR 2000 CLUB 
DUES! 73's & 88’s Bob 


Minutes: Board Meeting for 


~ October, 1999 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
October 7, 1999 


MEMBERS PRESENT: Jerry Mcintosh, Randy Jobe, 
Mark Parker, Hal Wilson, Bob Mcintosh, Kenya 
Jobe, Jane Parker and Tom Anderson. 


Call TO Order: 7:00 pm 


FIVE COUNTY AREA REPEATER SYSTEM: Ron 
Graul from the Southwestern Indiana Disaster 
Resistant Community Corporation offered to our club 
the sum of $25,000.00 to be used to implement a five 
county communications system that would permit 
walkie-talkies to communicate throughout. 
A motion to take this proposition to the membership 
with the board’s recommendation was made, 
seconded, and unanimously passed. 
Haunted Hayride: Although no official request has 
been made, members are asked to plan on 
assisting with the haunted Hayride at Wesselman Park 
on the weekend before Halloween. 
Annual Auction: A motion was made to change the 
annual auction from the January meeting to the 
February meeting. If this is possible, a tour of Central 
Dispatch and the EMA Communications trailer will be 
scheduled. The trailer will be located at the Central 
Dispatch location during the transition to year 2000. 
The motion passed. 
Adjournment: 8:38 pm 

Minutes respectfully submitted, 

Thomas M. Anderson, Secretary 

Tri State Amateur Radio Society 


Minutes: Club Meeting for 


October, 1999 


October 14, 1999 


Chef, Dan Weil (KB9GNI), and his “floating” grill 
prepared hamburgers, cheeseburgers, braut’s, and hot 
dogs at the fall cook-out. A special thank you should 
be given to Norm (N9AU) and Joanne (KB9LXZ) for 
their hospitality. 

President, Randy Jobe (N9YAI), called the meeting to 
order at 7:25 pm. After a brief welcome, and the 
presentation of the slate of candidates for year 2000, 
he explained to those in attendance a proposal that 
had been presented to TARS at the last Board of 


Directors meeting. The Southwestern Indiana Disaster 
Resistant Community Corporation, (SWIDRCC), offered 
TARS $25,000.00 to put a five county amateur radio 
repeater system into operation which would permit 
reliable communication by hand held radio’s within a 25 
mile range. The installation of this system is to be 
completed by March, 2000. 

Much discussion and many questions followed. 
Subjects of liability, time constraints, remote locations, 
deadlines, penalties, legalities, and agreements 
became topics of discussion and generated more 
questions. Hal Wilson (WB9FNN) moved to allow the 
Board of Directors to pursue writing our Proposal to 
the SWIDRCC and have it along with the SWIDRCC’s 
response brought back to the TARS membership for 
approval. The motion was seconded by Glen Ogle 
(N9WYP). The motion passed with more yea’s than 
nay's. 

Joanne Alexandrovich (KB9LXZ) moved that all 
members be notified on this matter and be allowed to 
vote on it, by absentee ballot if necessary. This motion 
was passed 

After a couple of announcements about the National 
Weather Service in our area--non-doppler radar by 
2002, doppler radar a few miles from Evansville, and 
more ham radio participation during severe weather, 
New member, Tim Mize (N7XAU) selected the 
attendance incentive recipient. Bill Shinn (WB9PLR) 
would have been $40.00 richer if he had attended this 
meeting. 


The meeting was adjourned at 9:01pm. 
Minutes respectfully submitted, 


Thomas M. Anderson, Secretary 
Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 


October Treasurer's Report: 


Beginning Balance 10/01/99 $2633.46 

Expenditures: 

Ameritech-AA9MM Repeater $ 17.20 

Club Recreation-Picnic $ 53.37 

Wohlers-insurance $ 48.00 

Memorial-Apfeldstadt $25.00 
Sub-Totals $ 143.57 

Receipts: 

Interest-Checking $1.78 
Sub-Totals $ 1.78 

Ending Balance 10/31/99 $2491.67 


This report has been submitted to the Board for itsapproval. 


Charles R. Mcintosh 
Treasurer-TARS 


2% TARS Elmers 


Norm King, W9AU 963-5872: RACES; antennas 
(I can climb if it’s safe and not too high); 
contesting 

John Small, W9FHA 867-7058: Antennas (no 
climbing!); kit building; operating, including 
contesting, rag chewing, portable opera- 
tions, and general topics 

Hal Wilson, WB9FNN_ 867-3151: General stuff 

Mark Parker, NSNYF 422-586:Digital \ 

Computers 

John Strawbridge, K9IQ 925-3943: Most every- 
thing except digital 


Elmer, where are you? 


We need people who can help with: 
electrical, computer, digital, and other 
topics! 


TARS 2 Meter Net Schedule: 


REVISED REVISED REVISED 


November 3 
November 10 
November 17 
November 24 
December 1 
December 8 
December 15 
December 22 
December 29 


Blanche Elpers 
Bob Mcintosh 
Bob Mcintosh 
Tom Anderson 
Tom Anderson 
Randy Jobe 
Randy Jobe 
Kenny Molinet 
Kenny Molinet 


We still need VOLUNTEERS! 


The schedule for January, February,etc will 
be printed in the December issue of Sparks. 


MEMBERSHIP DUES 
2000 
In this month of Sparks you will find an application 
for renewal of your membership for the year 2000. 


PLEASE NOTE: NO DUES WILL BE 
ACCEPTED WITHOUT A 
COMPLETED APPLICATION. 


| would prefer that you pay by check, however, | 
will accept cash. 

Please bring your completed application to the 
meeting and give it to me (Bob-AAQVW) or mail to 
the TARS address listed on the application. 


IF YOU ARE A MEMBER OF THE 
ARRL, PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING 
THROUGH TARS! WE RECEIVE $2.00 
FOR EACH MEMBER WHO JOINS IN 
THAT FASHION. 


lam going to try very hard to see to it that every 
member who joins will receive a membership card, 
signed by the President and Treasurer. | feel that it 
would be nice, considering that this is the start of a 
NEW decade. 


SPARKS WILL NOT BE SENT TO 
NON-MEMBERS AFTER THE 
FEBRUARY MEETING!!! 


So join the club for an exciting year of activities 
and the best fellowship in the area. 


BOB - AAQVW (TREASURER) 


FOR SALE 


Kenwood 530s, has digital readout . Works great 
on all bands. 

Excellent condition, used very little. Includes mic. 
$350 

contact Randy Jobe @ 476-7583 

or email at NOYAI@Juno.com 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


TRI-STATE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 4521 EVANSVILLE, IN 47724 


FOR YEAR 2000 


Please fill out if you want to join TARS. If you are already a member, fill out to update our records. 


NAME CALL. LICENSE CLASS 
ADDRESS. TELEPHONE. 
CITY STATE ZIP. 

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN A HAM? ARRL MEMBER? 


WHAT IS YOUR OCCUPATION? 


BIRTHDAY: MONTH DAY YEAR 
DO YOU HAVE ANY PORTABLE OR EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT? 


ANTENNAS PACKET OTHER poe 


USE BACK OF FORM IF NEEDED TO LIST SPECIAL EQUIPMENT/TALENTS. 
E-MAIL ADDRESS: RECEIVE SPARKS BY E-MAIL: 


PLEASE LIST NETS (HF/VHF/UHF, ETC) THAT YOU CHECK INTO ON BACK OF FORM. 
PLEASE LIST FAVORITE TYPE(S) OF AMATEUR ACTIVITY ON BACK OF FORM. 


DO YOU PLAN TO USE TARS REPEATERS? 2 METERS: 440MHz 
PHONE PATCH ATV PACKET NODE 
IF YOU HAD AN AUTODIAL SLOT LAST YEAR. WHAT IS IT? ASSIGNED PHONE# 


DO YOU WANT THE SAME AUTODAIL SLOT AND PHONE NUMBER AS LAST YEAR? 
NEW AUTODIAL SLOT REQUESTS: PHONE# 


Regular Membership............ $25.00 Student membership/full 

Add’! family member/full membership privileges............. $12.50 
membership privileges......... $5.00 Student membership 

Associate member. thru HS/non-voting.......eseee FREE 
Senior member. Handicapped member 

Add’! family member/full.. (See by-laws) ..csssssssssescsssssssaesaes $12.50 


Please Mail to: TARS, P.O. Box 4521, Evansville, IN 47724 OR 
Bring to Meeting and Give to Treasurer. 

NO DUES WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT A COMPLETED 
APPLICATION! 


Officers for 2000 


President 
Jerry McIntosh 


Vice President 
Mark Parker 


| 


Secretary 
Thomas Anderson 


Treasurer 
C. Robert McIntosh 


Directors 


Randy Jobe 
Harold ( Hal ) Wilson 
John Strawbridge 


Tri-State Amateur Radio Society 
PO Box 4521 
Evansville, IN 47724 


SPARKS 


SEW SLETTER 


William R. Cook 
6400 Pfafflin Lake Blvd 
Newburgh IN 47630-1826 


iftll w90G 


TRI-STATE 
AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 


EVANSVILLE 


